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Mr. Horner declared in the Mouse of 
.Commons, ■" that ■&e African Institution wejre'pre- 
“ paring an answer* point by point* to- the mis- 
ff representations contained in my letter to Mr. 
** Wilberforce,” 1 hailed it as the dawn- of in- 
destination $ but I could' not have anticipated, the 
'extreme gratification I received on reading ther 
ff Special Report of the Directors of the InstUu- 
■ “ tion respecting allegations contained In my Let* 
■“ ter,” as it has produced from them a confession* 
•where - they intended a refutation, @nd'confirmed 
■a statement-they had declared to be erroneous. 


The Report having forced My character and 
conduct before'the Public,, I ■ esteem the most 
^ ’fortunate circumstance of my life, because in. sim- 
, J ‘pie vindication,' shell things -must mow be unfolded* 
: .to.'the- Directors* manifest confusion, -as,otherwise 

3 -• would - have’been ’ concealed, .to-my irreparable 

; y.' ■ ' 

4 B 
^ ' 



i have often exclaimed-—" O that' my enemy 
" would write a Book !** Et is now happily ac¬ 
complished,, and I shall with .pleasure fulfil the pro¬ 
mise made in -;ry Preface,- " -that I would reply 
“ categorically to'thcir detailed Report but-the 
death of a very near relative having obliged me to 
leave England; lias unavoidably delayed my answer, ' 
though S : waited for nearly six weeks after the 
Directors* anathema, was pronounced against me y 
at Freemasons’ Tavern, and'applied, to their Secre¬ 
tary and to an active Director to learn when the 
Report ■ would be printed; but unable to extract 
thai ;:; 'iisforhiatiGa from : either : of these- gentlemen; 
T was compelled to"'leave this malignant production, 
thus Ibng/unexp'osedf ; -• - ' ■ ' ; 

- vThe:Directors acknowledge they cannot.accom¬ 
plish ■'what' they were directed to perform ;; T they 
*#hfear '-they must leave - many ■ mis-statements ,of 
facts unrefuted, - and many, .unfounded insinua** 
>tionc imrepelled ;” — but, .they confidently trust 
" that the statements-they shall make will decisively 
•" - eGtablisfctlre utter groundlessness of those charges 
Cf ' which- ■ arethe- most’ - important and - that the 
" Public will learn from the specimens which the 
■^--Report dial! "affoKl. thdmy- what estimate to form 
otheF-- charges and insinuations-”•. Extraor- 
•dhmry- as-tins- -mode of reasoning, must appear, - I 

• ctiMlC, and appeal to -the Public in? return, - if the- 
: statciwente - they ; make, do. ‘ not .'decidedly establish. 

• - the"utter- grpundieecness of .those- -charges which, 
they consider the most important of mine; whether 
my charges- and Insinuations which they do not 
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attempt to shake, must not be considered as an- ■ 
questionably established.—" Charges and insinu'a- 
" tions . (as they are called), against individuals 
" whom it is unnecessary to defend from the 
" imputation of practising a deception' on the 
"■ public, or being actuated by corrupt or improper 
"■ motives/* Then.twenty names are introduced of 
most respectable Noblemen and Gentlemen, who 
had been Directors of - the Sierra Leone Company.' 

| solemnly declare, I never did consider them 
capable- of. haying intentionally practised a'decep¬ 
tion on the Public, or of hating; been actuated by cor¬ 
rupt,. and improper motivesbut, 1 cannot free the 
active;..personages from blame, for not'.minutely 
and. personally’ enquiring,. for sneering 'themselves 
to be- sp implicitly led, and completely' deceived*... 
that-under the sanction of their great characters 
an. immense '.subscription was squandered, the 
community deluded, and’the best intention's frus¬ 
trated.- . ... ' .. 

: . The. H-epprts and Statements of. those Directors. 
are to. be conclusive, ’ and my testimony is not to be 
regarded as of-much moment,' because I arrived in 
the. Colony three : yete and. a. half after th& 

.Company had .ceased 'to govern Jt,. and. repained 
", there but ! twenty'One.mQntMs/ J> . ■ L '• ^ 

From' January, J8Q8, '(wheiir 3i' wcC ^\ pcbycc) 

I read every publication I could hud, either irom 
the Directors,, n pr. ^es^ecting. the conduct. pursued 
by their servants; 1' endeavoured to'acgmfe' ! hiio^y.. 
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ledge from every person 1 could reach, who had been 
in the Colon) ; 1 had valuable corftmtmications from 
(be Colony ; I examined into the state of the Colony 
when 1 arrived ; I interVogated the oldest and most 
intelligent settlers on every particular occurrence 
for eighteen years precedent; searched the Records 
of the Vice Admiralty Court, and the file of Affi¬ 
davits ; sought from the neighboring Chieftains, 
and the persons who had resided near the Colony, 
every possible information, and heard the evidence 
given on oath in civil causes before myself. I was 
unprepossessed, and laboured to elicit truth, with 
the utmost sedulity, not merely for twenty one 
months, but for above seven years, yet my testi¬ 
mony is not of much moment when compared with 
the delusive Reports framed for those Gentlemen, 
convened in Birch in Lane, from partial or fabri¬ 
cated accounts and documents, plausibly modelled 
by interested individuals. I did not wish my state¬ 
ment to be considered conclusive ; I made it to 
induce investigation, that the Public might be 
satisfied that the worthy persons in the Insti¬ 
tution were not criminal, but, deceived, and after 
the deception was manifest to the Directors, I did 
hope they would prove the sincerity of their decla¬ 
rations by laboring even at this late period, to carry 
them into effect, that Africa might still receive the 
promised blessing, and England the projected 
benefit. 

The Directors, however, condescend to examine 
the charges more in detail. 
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1st. " That the Company lmd a monopoly of 
"■trade at Sierra Leone;” this they deny by 
assertions as unqualified as untrue, and reply, 
" that even within the Colony the Company had 
“ to contend with rival traders from the first, 
" both British and American, and that they could 
" not have retained the Colonial trade, except by 
" regulating- their profits on a more moderate scale 
" than would suit private adventurers.” It is well 
known that they had no British nor American 
competitors, nor could they have such in the 
Colony, for no traders would settle where they 
could not procure purchasers, nor would they settle 
in a place where their competitors in trade con¬ 
stituted the ruling power; besides the settlers had 
not money, the medium of traffic was paper, issued 
by the Governor, and received only at the Com¬ 
pany’s store. The Company supplied the civil 
officers, and their own servants; they stunted the 
growth of cultivation from the commencement, that 
they might employ the settlers as laborers, and 
volunteers, gave them such wages as they thought 
proper, paid them in provision or merchandise at 
such prices as they pleased, and kept them poor 
and discon ented, as will appear from the Petition 
of the much traduced Nova Scotians *, 

The white men employed by the Company were 
prohibited from trading, and being unable to sub¬ 
sist on their salaries, were driven to the neighbor¬ 
ing Chiefs, and some of them to the Slave Trade, 

* Appendix, No. I. Letter to W. Wilberforce, Esq. 
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to obtain an adequate support ; yet the Report 
declares “ that the Company held out inducements 
*' to persons of property to settle as merchants in the 

Colony/’ which is untrue; and if the composer 
of the Report had not known it to he so, would he 
not have specifically mentioned the persons to 
whom those inducements had been offered ? 

Why will the Directors continue to be thus 
deceived by the very person who has frustrated 
every benevolent intention ? Why will they not caff 
on those who %re sincere Abolitionists, who are 
really zealous for the civilization of Africa, and for 
the advancement of British commerce, to bring 
forward witnesses, and in person attend their ex¬ 
amination, to elicit, while others are so vigilant ta 
elude the truth. To state “that the Directors 
“ have ascertained these things to (heir satisfac- 
“ tion,” is of no consequence to the Public. 

2dly. cr The Company sunk almost to bank- 

ruptcy, from causes inveloped in mystery.” To 
clear up this mystery the composer of this part 
of the Special Report labors abundantly, and to 
establish it will require little discussion. The 
Proprietors’ Subscriptions with the Interest re¬ 
ceived on it, amounted to about Three Hundred 
Thousand Pounds, of which the Proprietors never 
received back any part o( the p» mcipai or any 
Interest, nor any of the wonderful productions 
which were to spring from this land of promise. 
The Company received from Government One 



Hundred Thousand Pounds for public works, and 
for the Four Hundred Thousand Pounds, when 
they surrendered the Colony to Government, 
there was nothing ostensible on which this money 
could have been expended, but a ^small Fort in 
decay, a useless Tower in preservation, a toler¬ 
able Storehouse, a bad Whari, and three or four 
small Houses in miserable condition. I shall 
only call the reader’s attention to the account fur¬ 
nished in the Appendix A. of their Special Report, 
in which all interest money is suppressed, and a 
few other sums omitted, making a deficiency of 
nearly One Hundred Thousand Pounds in the 
receipts. Let the items be examined, and then 
observe the manner in which a heterogeneous mass 
o f articles is collected together, the enormous sums 
of 10,000, 12,000, 13,000, 14,000, 15,000, 20,000, 
25,000, 30,000, 34,000, 67,000, &c. charged ina 
lump, thus he will be enabled to determine whether 
there has not been concealment, deception and 
spoliation. The subscribers have lost all, the 
Colony gained nothing; the Company’s promises 
lui\c been delusive, Africa injured, and England 
unbenefitted; but, we are answered, in the usual 
way, the Cv character of the Directors would of 
(C itself have been a guarantee against any corrupt 
t( appropriation' of the funds; clear accounts have 
*' been regularly produced, and investigations have 
' r taken place before Lords and Commons.” Let 
.any person read the Report oi the Committee oi 
the House of Commons, in 1804, and he will be 
convinced of the truth and value of Admiral Hdio- 



well’s testimony, which was counteracted by Mr. 
Macaulay’s on the same occasion. From this ex¬ 
amination, a clear view of the Company’s objects 
may be attained, and the same interested iniiuer.ee, 
defeating every beneficial interference, is manifest ; 
but when we consider the number of indigent indi¬ 
viduate who were induced to subscribe, and the ca¬ 
lamitous loss they sustained, we must pronounce 
inattention in the managers to be, at least, unfeel¬ 
ingly culpable. 

od. Their best servants were obliged to seek 
" establishments under the Native Chiefs. ”—Messrs. 
Carr, Leigh, Gray and Macmillan were considered 
among their best servants, and were driven away, 
with others, as I have described, absolutely for a 
subsistence. Many of them are alive; call them, 
examine them, and prove my statement false. The 
Special Report states " that the high profits from 
" the Slave Trade tempted the servants of the 
" Company to enter into that traffic, though they 
ts were under bonds not to trade in slaves.” In 
their wonderful zeal, why did they not enforce the 
penalty of the bond? One of those gentlemen is 
Mr* Macaulay’s Agent at Sierra Leone, another is 
at present Sheriff of the Colony, and the third re¬ 
sides near and often visits there; surely it is evi¬ 
dent the Company dare not attempt an act that 
would hazard enquiry, or the penalty would have 
been enforced. 

The Composer of the Report concludes this part 
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of hi* reply, as he fancies, most sharply.—“ This 
fi sympathy with Slave Traders is a striking feature 
<f in the pamphlet of Mr. Thorpe.” The culprit 
detected and pursued, hopes to escape by recri¬ 
mination !! 


4th. <c Charges the Company with failing in 
“ their engagements to the Nova Scotian Settlers.” 

I refer to the Petition exhibited in Appendix I. in 
my Letter to Mr. Wilberforce, and I appeal to 
Lieutenant Clarkson, a gentleman of probity and 
trull), who entered into the engagements for the 
Company at. Nova Scotia, whether those engage¬ 
ments have been fulfilled or not?-—The composer 
of the Special Report most ingeniously confirms my 
statement, by introducing a paragraph from a letter 
of mine to Governor Maxwell, dated the 16th of 
May, 1812, which proves that the engagement en¬ 
tered into by the Sierra Leone Company to give 
each Nova Scotian Settler twenty acres of land, his 
wife ten, and each child five, was carried into 
effect by the King's Government twenty years after 
it had been promised, and four years after the 
Company had surrendered the Colony ; when it 
could no longer be an object with the Company to 
retard cultivation, and hold the settlers in a state 
of vassalage, the Reporter displays the benevo¬ 
lence of the Company, by declaring they caused 
Lord Liverpool to facilitate the grants; but “ that 
only throe or four persons made application,” where- 
as almost every surviving Nova Scotian, his wife or 
children did apply, even before they had sufficient 
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toilers to pay the fees for obtaining' the grant. 
Thus the liberality of the Company and the truth 
of the Report are equally conspicuous. 

5th. “ That implements to cultivate were diffi- 
“ cult to find and too expensive to procure.” Look 
to the Nova Scotian Petition, where it states that 
the Company promised to charge-but ten per cen¬ 
tum, yet . charged above one hundred, as soon as 
Lieutenant Clarkson returned to England, and 
numbers could prove, they charged for many arti¬ 
cles above two hundred per cent. It is indifferent 
whether implements to cultivate were or wore not 
difficult to find, when they were too expensive to 
procure. If the benefit was not defeated by neg¬ 
ligence, it was frustrated by avariciousness. 

6th. ■" Mr. Thorpe maintains that the Company, 
"• from interested motives, discouraged cultivation 
* f in the Colony.” This is a notorious fact. If 
they had wished to encourage cultivation, would 
not the first step have been to give secure grants of 
the stipulated lands ; for who would cultivate wild 
land, not his own ? To support the assertion that 
the Company’s servants exerted themselves to pro¬ 
mote cultivation, the Special Report gives an ex¬ 
tract from a letter of Governor Thompson to Lord 
Castle reagh, written a few days after his landing in 
the Colony, in which, however, he docs not men¬ 
tion cultivation ; but as the institution depend on 
this very excellent authority, I shall give an extract 
from a letter of Governor Thompson’s, when he 
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had been a year in tlie Colony, on the subjec of 
cultivation :—Port Thornton, Sierra Leone, An- 
“ g-ust 14th, 1809.—I have not the smallest doubt 
that the Agents of the Sierra Leone Company 
fi clearly saw it to be their interest that the Colony 
ff should not be cultivated. It is true they^pre- 
tended to encourage cultivation, but they took 
“ care always to leave good and sufficient weight 
" in the other scale. Who would cultivate, when 
f{ he did not know whether his land was secure to 
“ his children or to himself? Who would, cultivate, 
" when, for want of any sufficient force to produce 
respectability in the eyes of the Natives, every 
f<: man was afraid to go without the wall of the 
town, for fear of being murdered ? And now to 
prove the allegation, the Agents of the Sierra 
“ Leone Company were the dealers in the Euro- 
" pean and American goods. If the inhabitants 
f( did not cultivate, they employed themselves in 
some other way, (principally on public works) 
■" for which they received paper money. This 
paper money they were obliged to exchange for 
goods from the Agents of the Sierra Leone Ccun- 
“ pany to buy rice from the Natives. Had rice 
f been grown in the Colony, it would have taken 
“ from the custom of the shops kept by the Agents, 
“ It is no wonder they were not very zealous. I 
" verily believe this to be a true state of the fact, 
“ Many of the calumnies and inventions of the 
Agents of the Sierra Leone Company see in to 
■ ( point in the same direction. When l moved a 
ff party of the Natives of Bambarra into the moun- 



•' tains, a death blow to their plans and a signal 
for cultivation that never will be forgiven, we 
“ were told that we were forming a banditti to 
‘ plunder theCassada fields, (for, God help them, 
“ they had nothing else to plunder) that they would 
“ be joined by the Natives, that they would—in 
“ short, there was no end of it.”—This is direct to 
the point, and from the authority referred to in the 
Special Report; I shall only remark on a statement 
and quote a passage from the Philanthropist of July 
181b. In this valuable work, an accurate account is 
given, page 245, of the quantity of land cultivated 
!>y each individual at Sierra Leone, amounting in 
llje whole to 593 acres, 250 acres in the possession 
of Governor Maxwell, and 50 acres in that of Mr, 
K. Macaulay. This was Crown land lately obtained 
by them, on w hich they employ the captured negroes, 
without any expense of food, clothing or wages, 
and from the produce of their labor, carry on a 
most profitable trade. Governor Maxwell having 
received from the navy, stationed on that coast, 
uvo pence a pound for his yams, while the minor 
green-grocers of the Colony asked but a penny 
halfpenny. Thus we are accurately informed of 
the extent of cultivation ; and after deducting Go¬ 
vernor Maxwell’s and Mr. K. Macaulay’s farms, we 
have to divide among two thousand settlers* three 
hundred acres of improved land in twenty-two 
years, after the settlement commenced. The Phi¬ 
lanthropist then very strongly remarks, page 2-ft)—- 
,f We cannot conceal our disgust at the attempts 
'■ - h*ve been made to attribute the-conse- 
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rt qilcnces of mismanagement to the depravity and 
et bad disposition of the settlers ; they have labour- 
“ ed under many discouragements, and it must 
“ be remembered that the promises made to the 
t4 ‘ Nova Scotians before they quitted Halifax, have 
not to the present day been performed.”—The 
Philanthropist also informs us of a new society, 
founded by a few valuable men, with Thomas 
Clarkson (the legitimate father of the Abolition) 
at its bead, for encouraging the settlers and native 
Africans in cultivation, by die sale of their pro¬ 
duce. This promises much ; but I also learn, they 
have excluded the old “ ieaven of unrighteousness” 
from mixing in their councils, and that promises 
more. 

The Report then declares “ the Company scru- 
pulously kept their engagements with those 
poor people and boasts of the Company’s hav¬ 
ing expended thousands of pounds in supporting 
them ; whereas the Petition of the Nova Scotians 
expressly states “ that the promises of the Company 
were not fulfilled, and that the charges for 
“ every article from their store had become immo 
derate, contrary to agreement/’ in Faucon- 
bridge’s account of Sierra Leone, page 159, it is 
stated “ that the Company allowed the Nova Sco¬ 
tians twelve shillings a week for work, from which 
they deducted four shillings for provisions, and 
charged oppressively for bad articles of merchan¬ 
dise.” It is incontrovertible that the treatment the 
settlers experienced from the Company drove them 
into insurrection ; yet after twenty four years, those 
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pure Christians and true moralists voluntarily ca¬ 
lumniate the quiet well-disposed people., who have 
so long laboured for them, and witliout whose 
labour they could not have continued the settle¬ 
ment. “ Hear, ye deaf, and look, ye blind, that 
“ ye may see.” 

?th. “ In civilization they proceeded so far as 
" to send two persons to Teemboo, a few days 
" walk from Sierra ^eone, and educated half a 
" dozen boys in England suificient for common 
“ clerkships in the Colony/’ The Special Report 
states that the Company expended twenty thousand 
pounds of the subscribers’ money on education— 
useless expenditure! for it is perfectly well known 
that the Colony does not contain much above half a 
dozen young men-qualified .feu* clerkships; Gabbe- 
din, Frazer, Morgan, Wilson, York, Thorpe,, and 
Edmunds, are all I ever heard of; and when I was 
in the Colony, there were not twenty educated 
there that could read and write intelligibly, exclu¬ 
sive of those mentioned. Very strange, after 
twenty years instruction, and twenty thousand 
pounds expense on persons, of whom the Report 
says, <c no inferiority of capacity was to be ob- 
" served.” As to civilizing and educating the 
native King’s children, and expatiating on the con¬ 
fidence the Chiefs had in the Company, I can refer 
to the letters in Arabic, deposited with Mr. Chis¬ 
holm, to prove what a degrading opinion the 
neighbouring Chiefs had,of the Agents employed by 
the Sierra J^eone Company, and that the avowed 
Slave Trader was worthy of more confidence. 
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I never heard of any attempt of the Directors to- 
explore the interior of Africa for the purpose of 
civilization, nor have they produced any instance, 
except the case of Messrs. Watts and Winter- 
bottom, who about twenty years since, went from 
Sierra Leone to Teeinboo and Laby, a circuit of 
five hundred miles; but from accurate enquiry, I 
know Teemboo is not eighty miles from Rochelle 
in the river Sierra^ Leone: when Mori tbi^hem, 
king of Port Logo, sent to invite me to his house, 
lie desired his secretary to say, that I could walk 
from thence to Teemboo in three days, without 
fatigue. - ,. r . r . 

It is necessary thus early to arrest the reader’s 
attention, and to entreat him to consider, the novel 
mode in which this Report proceeds. The compo¬ 
ser makes two or three assertions, then draws a 
conclusion that every statement of mine is refuted, 
or declares, that ff after a thorough investigation of 
" the evidence that relates to this part of the sub- 

ject, every thing establishes the Company’s good 
“ conduct,” without producing any evidence, or 
referring to any; perhaps some garbled extracts or 
fabricated documents, or old statements burnished 
for the day may be alluded to, or persons called to 
answer particular questions for particular purposes, 
or tiie declarations of interested individuals received 
as proof among themselves; but they cannot expect 
in this way to convince the public, that they have 
fulfilled any one profession, or promise of their 
own, or overturned any one statement of mine. 
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Surely there are white men and h!ack men, 
easily procured, who could confirm or disprove every 
line I have written ; why desire to bury the truth ? 
Why not publicly examine, and cross-examine on 
both sides ? It is unworthy of great men to lend 
themselves to such littleness and deception, vainly 
attempting to impose on the nation that they had 
attended to the cultivation of any part of Africa, 
or to the civilization of its inhabitants. 

18, “ In a similar spirit of invidious misrepresent 
** tation, Mr. Thorpe complains of the inattention 
“ to religion and morality. They had (as taken 
ee from my Letter) a Church of England Clergy- 
<c man for a few months, and a Missionary for a few 
“ years, but Methodist teachers and preachers in 
“ abundance.” The Report then wishes to induce 
the public to believe that two regular clergymen were 
in the Colony about three years and a half, whereas 
they were not there a fourth part of the time; then 
insinuates the Company had excellent churches, 
that I drove away Mr. Nylander, being offended 
with his plain preaching, and ironically asserts, that 
all this attack derives great weight from my private 
and public character. 

This false statement, and contemptible insinua¬ 
tion, obliges me to relate the whole truth, in m} 

own vindication. 

I landed in the Colony on a Sunday morning, 

enquired for the church, heard there was not one, 
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asked for the clergyman’s house, found him prepar¬ 
ing to read prayers to a few children ; l remained, 
and was assured on coming out, that I was the first 
person in the colony observed to kneel at divine 
Worship. 

On the following Sunday, a public room was dis¬ 
covered, but it was shamefully dirty, and the 
whole appearance so incorrect, that I purchased 
crimson cotton velvet, and some gold lace for the 
pulpit and reading desk, to give it the appearance 
of a place for Church service. Mr. Nylander, 
most certainly, did not perform our regular ser¬ 
vice. I hinted the propriety of his reading the 
Litany, and the impropriety of singing Psalms 
from the pulpit. I offered him Blair’s and Moor¬ 
head’s sermons, but in such a manner as to oblige, 
not offend him, for we lived in polite intercourse, 
•and parted perfect friends. On his leaving the colo¬ 
ny, he assured me :c was the vice and immorality of 
the people that drove him away; he is alive, and can 
attest the truth of this declaration. 

After the departure of this good man, I collected 
every Sunday all such as were inclined to religious 
worship, and in my own room read the Church ser¬ 
vice, and a sermon. 

There was a number of sectarians in the colony 
when I arrived, and some time after Dr. Coke sent 
out six or eight teachers and preachers, under the 
recommendation of Mr Wiibei force, and Mr. Ma- 
C 
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c&nfey. I Considered liie morals and industry of 
the community impaired by the tenets of those va¬ 
rious sects. I therefore represented the necessity 
there was to send out a regular clergyman of the 
Established Church. I spoke to Mr. Wilberforce 
on the subject, in a Committee of the African In¬ 
stitution ; he stated the great difficulty of procur¬ 
ing one; I offered to propose twenty clergymen of 
diarsecter, that he might select from* but all in vain* 

I. was not less attentive to the morals of the pea* 
pie than to religion. I punished violators of the 
Sabbath) I reduced the licences for retailing spirits 
from--forty to five, and I have public documents to 
prove, that L repressed the violence uid licentious 
ness of the people in every possible way. Such 
was the state of religion and morals when I arrived 
in the colony, and such my effortsto improve them., 
Jhhave not joined with a set ofi men proclaim ingv 
their religion, morality, and charity in the market 
place, to augment political power, and therefore I 
have been calumniated and persecuted ; but, how¬ 
ever aptly such insinuations might have come from 
Mr. Macaulay, under , his own name, yet when he 
handed them to be sanctioned by the Directors of 
4he African Institution) it was disgraceful not to 
have spurned at such depravity., lean only account 
for it by supposing the amiable part of this Directory 
implicit!v received whatever was poured from the 
old polluted- source of information, that has frus¬ 
trated the best intentions, and spotted the fairest 
£*ime. Was not this inexcusable f 
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pih. r,r Books and Agents removed, and the pctof 
‘" settlers who had toiled for them left unpaid; 1 re- 
“ quested their demands might be left to arbitration* 
"and even this was not complied with.” The Re¬ 
port proceeds, “ with respect to Kizell, the only 
person specified by Mr. T." This statement is 
untrue, for I mentioned Read, Gareil, and Camp* 
bell also, in consequence of which. Read and 
Gareil have been paid, and if the misery entailed 
on Read, and on the family of Gareil (from their 
just demands being so long resisted) was known, it 
would shock the public ! 


KizelPs demand is denied by producing an assign¬ 
ment of his house and lot to the Company, in the 
year 1810. Kizell was an illiterate man in matters 
of account, nor could he procure a person to draw 
his bill, until two Americans confined in gaol at 
Sierra Leone undertook to piit it into form. When 
Campbell obtained & verdict against the Company 
for £400, Kizell wanted to proceed by law, but 
after the evidence on oath given in Campbell's case 
had shewn such disgraceful conduct in the Com¬ 
pany’s agents, I wished to screen them froni fur¬ 
ther exposure ; and Kizeil’s account being very long* 
I assured him the best mode would be to propose 
Settling it by arbitration, and he sent his papers to 
Mr. Allen for that purpose. I never heard of th i 
•‘>:ighmeht published, I cannot tell the cause of 
being given, nor the ground on which it might be 
Taid aside, but every one must determine, that 
fahere the poor settler has rto means of obtaining 
€ & 



redress, common justice, independent of honor and 
humanity, should have induced the Directors to 
have referred it to arbitration. 

I shall give Kizell's letter on the subject, which 
l have just received* let it speak for itself. 

( Copy. ) 

“ Sierra Leone, March 18, 1815. 

f<A Respecting what Mr. Z. Macaulay has asserted 
a about my acknowledgment of debt to the Sierra 
“ Leone Company, and about my requesting the 
te Governor's forbearance, if I had acknowledged it 
ft twenty times over, Mr. A. Smith, who was offi- 
“ ciating as chief justice in the colony, and has had 
“ the books of the Company in his hands, and with 
" the authority that was vested in him, might bring 
“ a man to say any thing, and I have no documents 
“ in my hands but what I have forwarded to you, 
<c being fairly attested copies from their originals, 
(i as for farther proof of them being in my debt, 
“ Mr. D. M. Hamilton, who is now in England, 
iC can affirm that he was told by Mr. George Caul- 
" ker that Governor Ludlam did scold A. Smith 
very much, adding that he ought to be ashamed 
to try to bring me in debt to the Company, for 
“ they were greatly in debt to me: this was when 
* f they were bringing up the Company ’s books, and 
" taking stock in their store. Now, I think, it would 
“ be a fair way to employ an accomptant, and tor 
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♦' get my “bills and the Sierra Leone Company’s 
“ books compared.” 

The Directors resist paying; Campbell, "because 
they had a verdict in their favour in 1809, when Mr. 
Thompson was governor. Mr. Thompson was not 
the judge, nor had he any control over the courts. 
$ never heard of this verdict. I know not for what 
Campbell sued, nor why there was a verdict against 
him; nothing of this sort was advanced on the last 
trial, there was then a fair trial, a verdict for ,£400 
against the Company, and judgment entered. The 
Charter of the Company having expired, no legal 
proceedings can now be instituted against them; 
Campbell is hot to be paid, nor even his demand 
referred to arbitration ! Surely the independent 
honest men who have been efficient members of the 
Company, will not suffer this pitiful subterfuge, as 
disgraceful as unjust, to be a barrier against hts 
fair demand. 

The conclusion is worse; Messrs. Vanneck, Ha¬ 
milton, and ISicol, are made to say, they had 

heard of no such case” as Garell’s, which is ab¬ 
solutely a false statement in the Report, for these 
gentlemen knew of both Read and Garell's demand, 
and Mr. Hamilton was the person with whom the 
settlement was made, as agent for Read, and friend 
to Garell’s orphans, since I had applied for them : 
also Mr. Hamilton knew of Campbell’s demand, for 
foe was in court at the trial. 



4 ■ ^he Export states^ fr that Mr. Yanneck affirm* 
f< the labourers were paid every week”—what has 
that to do with this question ? Kizeil and Campbell 
were apt labourer?, but traders for the Company 
cult of the Colony, and not attached to Mr. Van* 
peck’s department. 

The public may now judge of the conclusive and 
honorable mode in wiiiph the Report refutes my 
statement from this logical deduction : fC in short, 
“ the Board is fully persuaded, that this very sen- 
©us charge has not even the slightest colour of 
xt probability to support it,” thoygh they paid two 
out of the four persons I had mentioned, and the 
other two they resist in defiance of a verdict and 
judgment, and the most eqpitabie proposal for ar¬ 
bitration, because the time for enforcing legal 
demands has expired with their Charter! Such is 
the manner in which these men of hitherto un- 
blemished character” allow themselyes to be 
defended—-Is not this conduct pitifully mean, if not 
positively dishonest r 

10 th. c<: The Company demanded to be paid by 
f ‘ Government for their buildings, and did accord- 
1 ingly receive a large sum, although they had ob- 
tained one hundred thousand pounds for improv- 
i‘ ing the Colony.” Their mode of refuting this, 
is, by acknowledging they did receive two thousand 

pOUuUj , 

11th. Tfie most serious of all the accusations 



*f against the Company, and them Agents, is that of 
** Stave trading." Here they repeat having obliged 
their Servants to enter into bonds not to engage in 
the Slave Trade, but they do not produce an in¬ 
stance of their having enforced the penalty on any 
one of those bonds. The Report proceeds, “ No 
“ one can read their Reports (the Company’s) 
" without feeling they were the intelligent, deter- 
mined, and tearless adversaries -of the Slave 
V Trade. In 1799, Mr. Thornton introduced a 
** Bill into Parliament for prohibiting the Slave 
• <f Trade in the river Sierra Leone, and for 50$ 
miles on each side of it. All the Slave Traders 
f{ and Merchants opposed the Bill, bait they never 
imputed Slave trading to the Company ; till that 
ff period, therefore, it may he presumed they were 
(c guiltless.” 

I have before stated, fbat great wealth could not 
have been derived from Sierra Leone, until after 
our Abolition Act had passed, because the Slave 
Trader was then driven from the market, and the 
-store keepers in the Colony left to supply the neigh¬ 
bouring* part of the coast without competition; and 
if Mr. Thornton’s Bill had passed, the only advan - 
tage that would have arisen, must have been to the 
Company, by giving them nearly a monopoly of 
the trade for five hundred miles on each side Sierra 
Leone, for a Chief desirous of selling a. cargo, 
would vath as link repugnance drive ins slaves 
five hundred as five miles; and does it follow, that 
the Company were not chargeable with aiding the 
■Slave Trade, because they were not charged with 
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that crime at this particular period ? As to the 
Reports of the Company, they are the prototype of 
the Reports of the African Institution, moulded by 
the game journeyman, and as delusive and fallacious 
from beginning- to end. 

Much is said about the enquiry before a Com¬ 
mittee of the House of Commons in 1804. I have 
only to refer the reader, as on a former occasion, to 
Admiral Hollo well's eyidence before that Committee, 
and then he will be enabled to judge how the Re¬ 
port was influenced. 

“ Mr. Thorpe affirms that the servants of the 
“ Company constantly purchased the natives, and 
he adds in a note, that this fact was given in evi- 
dence, on oath, before Governor Thompson, and 
himself.” 1 alluded to the trials in the Vice-Ad¬ 
miralty Court, before Governor Thompson, where 
the evidence is recorded, some of which was pub¬ 
lished in the Sierra Leone Gazette at the time, and 
also by Mr. Grant in 1810; but I was most parti¬ 
cularly astonished by the evidence of Oalu Moham¬ 
med, Chief of Lunged, on the opposite side of the 
Sierra Leone river ; this was too long for publica¬ 
tion I suppose, but goes direct to establish the 
Slave trading of the Company’s servants. In the 
action brought by Campbell against the Company, 
tried before myself, it was proved that the Com- 
puny’s servants purchased Slaves, and hired them 
for workthat settlers brought Slaves into the Colo¬ 
ny, and took them away, that Slaves who fled to the 
Cojony for protection were delivered up to their 



Masters, and even to Slave ships. I read the notes 
of this trial before a Committee of the African 
Institution, and will publish them if the Directors 
desire it. 

I have read the affidavit of Jesse Porter, and 
Thomas Gudgeon, charging Messrs. Ludlam and 
Dawes with a knowledge of Slaves being sold in 
the Colony. I have also read some of the Arabic 
letters from the chiefs on the Coast, to our venerated 
King, charging the Company’s servants with dealing- 
in Slaves; with many other documents to the same 
effect *. 

The Report proceeds to state the case of one 
Bradford, who kidnapped eleven natives, and ac¬ 
knowledges that six of them were sold in the Co¬ 
lony for six hundred dollars, which was applied to 
give the chiefs compensation; was this conduct 
worthy of the servants of those men of “ hitherto 


” f Jan. 11, 5 7£)3, Sierra Leone.—The Duke of Ruccleugh 
sailed yesterday, and the Frenchmen this day. I understand 
Mr. Dawes has purchased some articles of provisions from the 
Frenchmen, who woyld have nothing but slaves in return ; and 
for the sake of accommodation, Mr. Dawes gave him an order 
on Mr. Rennieu, who pays him in slaves. I think if this is not, 
it borders on, an infringement of the Act of Parliament for in¬ 
corporating the Company, which says, “ The Company shall 
not, through the medium of their servants, or otherwise 
directly or indirect!}' trainc in slaves.’' It seems as if Pro* 
vidence frowns on this purchase, for an unusual high tide car¬ 
ried away part of the provisions after they were landed.—Fa«- 
fC’ibridge’s Account , page ] 91, 
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unblemished character?'* Would }i not hate 
been more correct to have spared fifty pounds from 
their four hundred thousand, and given it in pre¬ 
sents to those chiefs, than to have violated their 
Charier, and stained themselves by such a trans¬ 
ection ? 

v The Company’s servants purchased natives, 
* ( worked them without pay, and hired them for 
" pay,** The Report in various places admits the 
purchasing of natives, the working of them fol¬ 
lowed of course,—they were not procured for oiv 
nament; and James Reed, on oath, stated in court, 
that the Company hired out their slaves, that he had 
paid their Accountant four dollars a month for the 
labour of some whom he had hired himself. 

But purchasing slaves, when practised by the 
Company, is termed te redeeming natives’* of 
Africa from slavery, who were bound to the pur¬ 
chaser for a limited time. I know not how many 
of those purchased were bound, but I was in the 
Colony twenty years after the Company commenced, 
and never heard of a single individual who wag 
liberated after serving his apprenticeship, I will 
examine this f< redemption of the natives,'* which 
Mr. Ludlam, and Mr. Macaulay acknowledge was 
a " speculative error.’* The purchase is confessed, 
the slave is brought to Sierra Leone, not sent to the 
West indies; for every market there must be sel¬ 
lers and buyers; when the purchase is made, does 
it injure or benefit the market to haye the me/chau- 



27 

disc carried to an adjacent, or a distant part ? The 
article is paid for, carried away, and the trade en¬ 
couraged. If a tradesman purchases twenty pieces 
of cloth, and works them up himself, does he not 
encourage the trade as much as the person who 
sells them to another to be used in the same way ? 
Though -school boys would laugh at such a pitiful 
subterfuge, it is gravely delivered (under the sanc¬ 
tion of great names) as a vindication from the charge 
of Slave Trading. 

12th. " The servants of the Company suffered 
“ slaves to be brought into, and taken out of the 
“ colony; and allowed them to be seized and deli- 
/f vered to their masters when they sought proteo 
“ tion from the Company/’ The first part of this is 
not denied; the Reporter, after some bold assertions, 
only attempts to evade it, by saying, “ instances of 
" this kind have been suspected by the Governor 
“ and Council, when proof of the fact could not be 

obtained.” Examples of this practice have been 
related to me by persons who had ocular knowledge 
of them. A Mr. Cooper went into the Soosoo coim- 
. try, purchased eleven natives, and brought them to 
Sierra Leone j in his absence, they were refractory 
to his wife, and she was allowed to send them to a 
neighbouring factory to be sold ! Slaves, who made 
their escape from neighbouring factories, were, on 
application, delivered up to their masters by the Go¬ 
vernor, and even before application, they were sent 
to gaol until applied for; some slaves that escaped 
; from Ranee Island, were seized, flogged, and sent 



bach % the ‘Governor. Slaves also/ wlie CwOm L< 
tii 2 shore freak slave ships in tile River, w aw caned 
by the eivii power jn their famous Ff^thwn, ana re¬ 
manded to their fetters • a noted slave captain, of 
the hciuo ; 6f SfevTii, recovered comb slaves’who had 
escaped from him-while lying* m she river.' ■• Tobias, 
G 'PlcicbsEiitfe bow ire Sierra fr-eone, having 1 escaped 
irpiii: a ■ slave -ship, was seised ?jy the Governor’s 

ea.'LieVj aiicv fcjui.iiw a' * ist£p prison j Ptie eheccmg ins 
escape also from thence, lie conceded himself in the 
.mountains until hie persecutors bad sailed away, and 
be-' is fc£ present in the colony a very useful-’settler. 
Tii.e Reporter concludes in Inc ©id way*—^ 1 * the zip* 
ce ''justice -of ike whole 1 of this charge has beewfuUtjj 
cs ' derhoiost: hied Co Che Gaibf&cimz o/ilie Directors”' 
Could tlie pruTc hove brought conviction to ill© 
iuauw.fr uudcasiaiidiDgy ; v/oald they not have been 
producwv. I i cl the directors reject how they bar© 
implicated’'tbemsclvea hy v this-sort' ©f odqttiecoeace. • 

* ‘ : 2 : Mi. • * The Company is' nest accused'' of hav« 
Tiilg- •pelBiitted-theip store-beeper to supply ihb 
■ ee 'slave factors and slave ships, and- to feed the trade 

• ^ hi every, possible*’ way;’" ? Here -the Reporter ini- 
" geniottciy wants to mlr. the native chiefs, with the 
; Glave; traders, and to shew ' the Oompaoy ; could 
have had no trade, but with slave traders, which is 
‘ not the fact.’ . The slave is the staple commodity, the 
chief barters the slave' as long as.he can, to obtain 
his", comforts ; but’ when there' Is no demand for 
slaves, lie' barters camwood,- rice, ivory, cattle, fruits, 
fewisydiq’.-cfr^.; bathe never barters what he receives 



for cicIrcAlecrfbp slaves; wem%M deal -for Svkfr 
^jtk'native chiefs, and it would curtail act increase- 
the dWe trade. But I wit! suppose it to baa toct'fet • 
tlie CoEipauy could only deal m sack' a. manner as *&’ 
feed the clave trade: what should those mar of" fei ? , 
<c tiler to unblemished chore cter’frteye: --ciicHmed ?v 
“ Let the Gcr .pr _y perish, that, our • character"may,- 
w , live anconfrcimrted ; give hack toeackpropriMoto' 
ce iiio portion ; our professions mush beheld sacred, 

<f - we cannot, barter -fame.and Iionor for- camwood 
fff -arid ;ivory.”: • Had .the .Company,’ supplied-..tko ; 
chiefs-at & very low rate of profit, with -every..article-, 
required,- they; might .havehelped., to wears. theny, 
from , the slave trade, bypawing- that ’more was to h& 
obtained fey ■ selling produce, and- natural acquisi¬ 
tions, than from .supplying, slaves to factcis end, 
ships.:. at the same time- the' Company should have 
'withheld a.supply from their store, to such as world . 
barter ■ their merchandise -for slaves :- whereas the/ 
conduct of the Company was the very reverse; they, 
supplied the factors and slave captain, who supplied 
■the chiefs, and nurtured the'viper they were pledged-' 
to destroy; enabling Botifer,-and other alert slave 
traders, to boast that their principal advantage arose 
from- their friendly intercourse with. Sierra. Leone, 

' and from the. selection of articles they, procured from 
the Company’s stores. ; . r ; 

Mth. ’ “ Sven in Mr. Ludfam’s last adiiimistra- 
ei tion of government, (Mr. Thorpe states) two car- 
" goes of .slaves taken from-the Americans Were 
“ publicly sold at ..twenty-dollars- a head-”. -They 



m 

admit this, and defend it thus; “ Mr. Liirflatn ivafi 
" not the Company’s Governor/* because fWd 
months before this occurred, some form passed for 
transferring the colony to the crown, but no altera¬ 
tion had taken place, no person had been sent from 
England, not an office, nor an officer, changed from 
the Company's establishment; and they produce a 
tetter of exculpation from Mr. Ludlam to his old 
masters the Directors, end an answer from their se-‘ 
cretarv to him on the subject, which proves 
not only that he considered himself responsible to' 
them, bat also their admission that he was so. They 
8&y it Was a note! case ; novel indeed, for when 
Vessels are carried to places Where there is no Vice- 
Admiralty Cofirts, to try them, it is the practice tot 
dispatch them to proper places for adjudication. 
Surely these vessels should have been sent to Barba- 
does or England, and the slaves landed and taken 
Care of until an account Was received of their con¬ 
demnation or liberation. Captain Parker, (who 
captured these Vessels find slaves) was a Friend of the 
Company's Directors; something was to be made for 
him ; and accordingly without any trial the whole’ 
Was sold for the benefit of the captors f Was not 
this unpardonable ? Then they affirm the slaves 
Were not sold; I may be mistaken —but the slaves 
were driven to a public market, they were publicly 
cried for sale, through Freetown, by the town crier, 
they were exposed at a public auction,— "there was 
u seller, a buyer,---a price paid----the. article pur" 
phased—delivered and carried away—yet this was? 
no sale! Mr. Nylander, Mr. Hamilton, and Mr. 
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Yanneck, were offered some, bat declared they 
would not buy slave.*; Mrs. Forbes purchased two, 
and on leaving the colony, she asked Governor .Lud- 
i&m whether she might sell them? he answered, 
" she mighty’-—and accordingly she did sell then* 
again for tlie same price, twenty dollars each, which 
Was about the price of such slaves in the adjacent 
rivers. Mr, Ludknn in the letter, published as his, 
writes (Page 53, Sp. Rep ) “ I do not urge all tins a* 
rc meaning to contend that slaves were never allow- 
“ ed to be purchased, or as I must call it redeemed 
" in this colony; but 1 contend these were neither 
“ purchased nor redeemed.” Now 1 contend, and 
can prove, by testimony of those present at the time, 
that there never was a more complete sale of slaves 
in the West h eg, though I cannot speak of the 
manner in which (according to Governor Ludlam) 
they purchased or redeemed slaves before in the co¬ 
lony. It is obvious. Governor Ludlam might have 
distributed the slaves, as he thought fit, and it is also 
well known that any person obtained the slaves who 
bid and paid for them. 

The Report asserts, " that Governor Ludlam took 

forty of the ablest men into the service of Govern- 
“ ment, promising them their full liberty at the end 
" of three years.”—1 was in the colony about three 
years after this transaction, but I never heard of this 
promised liberation being executed. Then to intro¬ 
duce o panegyric on themselves and Mr.- Macauky, 
With an attack on Mr, Thompson and myself—they 
say " Mr, Thorpe would insinuate that this transact 







.' .DMnoithe;4^i!iof'the-DIng, -Chap.- 44; Section? 
-4,-enact;V That it' ehaili not •lielawMfor'aay- psr^ 

.«■ .son.’or;jseradn5.T/hatsoever,-. inhabiting,- or--b-e!ffg** 
fff; or who shall at any tissue ; hereafter inhabit-■-or •■la e 
«■ within the said' Peninsula or Colony - 02 Sierra 
«?•vjLieosie, -either directly.', of. indirectly - to- deal-, or 
*1. £m£Sc. • m>. buy -or-selb ■ of ^ to be.- aiding or assisting,' 
«* MhedealingorteiacMag, in tlteMyingor-celling 
<* :of' slaves; either' within. the said ••PeMnotd-a- - brfelse* 

- where:?-* ■■■.-Yetdo.es hot (Governor hndtesLrmiflsse 
that lie;purchased forty slaves-for the' government 
service From the .cargoes of,the American-, sloop: Baltic • 
more-and- schooner Elisa, .brought-into Sierra -Leone 
by II. jlfSDerwent, -but -never.condemned: in.- any 
court 1 -and-does •not.-the’ said : Governor Dud!am-;e#32- 
fesG that-lie'-did aid and assist in. the bnyingand-sellr 
trig, of slaves from the said-cargoes-,ia- • the Colony; of • 
Bierral^e.one after-the passing .of this Act:?' WsO not- 
the said Mi\'Dndkm;after--this-transaetioni 'appoint*? 
ed-to-a-glace undergoyemmon$,*wifch a salary pfif* 
teen -.hundred;ayear by: the Directors’ .Tecaaimend&«- 
tion ? :• Was not their friend, -Mr:-A* .Macaulay, -the 
brother and agent of. Mr. -5L. Macaulay, a pnrchasei? 
on this occasion, and an active partisan and agent, for 
the- captors at .the. slave auction.? Was not -Mr.. A. 
Smith - a promoter of and-.a purchaser at-this-slave 
market,yet-did. -not-some of the- active. Directors 're-' 
commend Mi\ Smith'to -Captain .Cokmbine.to' iSl-my^ • 
station-as-Judge of -the Vice Admiralty.?.-'-' Have they 
notinduced -JLorcl -Bathurst-to- order; ’him seven him? 
dred -pounds out - of :wj -salary rand- have- they not 
^cnsecl-Ms.iniqiiitoiis conduct - .while -he presided;: is ■ 




my Court ? l.i short, have they not endeavoured to 
palliate this abominable, illegal sale and purchase 
of slaves, and to screen and assist alL their old ser¬ 
vants engaged m it £ 

Did not the principal Directors of die Company 
declare they considered the slave trade as unjust ani 
inhuman ? Did they not consider fine and forfeiture 
insufficient, and therefore obtained an Act of Parlia¬ 
ment, the 51st ©f Geo. Hi. c. making it felony tct 
carry on, or to aid, abet or assist in any way, by Ser¬ 
vants, agents, factors or otherwise ; yet lias it not been 
allowed by Governor Ludlam and others that the 
Company’s agents and factors did purchase slaves in 
Africa, or, as he terms it, redeeming natives , remove 
them to Sierra Ceone, work them without pay, and 
hire them for pay ? and has it not been confessed in 
the Special Report, that the Company’s servants did 
supply the slave factories, and the masters of slave 
ships, with the articles they wanted to purchase 
slaves with ? which undeniably was aiding and assist¬ 
ing them in carrying on that traffic: and if the same 
conduct was pursued at this time, the same articles 
furnished and proved to be sold to such persons for 
such purposes, would not the persons so acting by 
themselves, their agents or servants be liable on con¬ 
viction to transportation as felons for fourteen years ? 
and is there not the same moral turpitude attached to 
those persons acting thus before the Act passed,. 
ah though the. juot punishment can no l he in¬ 

flicted ? yet the very men, whose servants did so act, 
are termed “ the intelligent, determined and fear* 
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* c less adversaries” of this traffic ; and these Very 
servants who did thus purchase, and employ 
Slaves, and did so aid and assist with assorted 
articles of Merchandise from the Company’s Store, 
others in the open purchase of Slaves for sixteen 
years, are countenanced by those very Directors 
to this moment 1 

Such men may have been of rr hitherto un« 
u blemished character/’ but I do not believe the 
World will continue to consider them so immacu¬ 
late, while they persist in patronising, promoting, 
fend praising those who confess and defend such 
conduct, (page 48, Special Report) and I am led to 
think, they Will rather be considered as aiders and 
abetters to that crime which they have always so 
loudly professed to abhor, though the Reporter 
assures us (< they have satisfied the Directors of 
w their purity.” These are not “ trifles light as 
air,” but confirmations:hi ong.” 

I lament so much exposure has been wrung 
from me. I labored to save the fame and popu¬ 
larity of those whom I considered truly worthy of re¬ 
spect and attention and I endeavored to induce them 
to carry into effect their professions, and promises 
for Africa: but if they will pertinaciously persist 
to delude, in expectation of upholding their own 
pride, and an insignificant individual’s profit, they 
tauift sink themselves, when they intended to 
overwhelm me; all the persecution I have ex¬ 
perienced does not surprise me, though it has 
» 2 



gone to the extent of human malignity. I wrote 
in page 37 of my Letter to Mr. Wiiberforce, 

“ I often pause as I write, to consider if fame, 

“ wealth, and power, can over-awe the investigation 

of truth ; but, as I reflect on the English charao . 
4f ter, I am encouraged to proceed;” and that re¬ 
flection has been my only incitement to this very 
hour. If the most distinguished personages in the 
Empire will continue to lend their names with credu¬ 
lous complaisance, to uphold public delusion, respect 
even for them, must be diminished. 

I have now to reply to the answer which the 
Board of Directors of the African Institution have 
thought proper to make to such parts of my Letter 
to Mr. Wilberfoxce as applied to themselves; and 
as a preliminary observation, I must beg leave to 
say, that Letter was indited most respectfully with 
regard to the African Institution, and 1 hope it 
is sufficiently manifest that it must have been 
written from the most disinterested motives. I 
considered the Institution as composed of the best 
rnen in the nation, possessing talents, information 
and power, anc. actuated by the purest principles. 
I was sincerely anxious for the civilization of 
Africa, and the universal Abolition of the Slave 
Trade, and conceived the greatest favor I could 
confer on the unbiassed members, and the prin¬ 
cipal means by which I could promote the great 
cause for benefiting Africa and England, was tc 
point out to .those elevated and good men, how 
completely they had been deluded; that none of 
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their promises and professions had been carried 
into effect, that their funds were wasted, that their 
fame would be tarnished by the fallacious repre¬ 
sentations made under the authority of their names, 
and that I was anxious and ready to assist their 
benevolent efforts by the information 1 had ac¬ 
quired from nearly eight years’ unremitted attention 
to the chief objects of the Institution, 

The Report proceeds in extenuation, <f That 
the Directors, relying on the liberality of the 
“ Public, had calculated on obtaining funds which 
would have enabled them to pursue with vigour 
<f the various objeci iey were desirous to pro- 
mote/' The funds were certainly sufficient to 
liave commenced the various objects they professed 
to promote, but the funds were not expended on 
those objects, and wisdom withheld, what ostenta¬ 
tion would have lavished. 

The Report next states, that their first duty 
" obviously was to watch over the laws recently 
^ made for the Abolition of the Slave Trade, io 
“ endeavour to prevent their infraction, to suggest 
“ the means of rendering them more effectual, 
and to promote the Abolition of this trade by 
Cf Foreign Powers/’ When Laws are enacted, 
there are always persons whose duty it is to w atch 
over and enforce them; but certainly the only 
step the imt ,uiion should have taken, (in my 
humble opinion) or could have taken, with effect, 
was to haye induced the Secretary of State to 
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simulate the attention of the Constituted Authori¬ 
ties,, by a circular letter to the Governors of Colo¬ 
nies, and when they heard of any infraction of the 
Abolition Acts, they should have informed the 
Eaw Officers, whose duty it would have been to 
prosecute the offenders. In the Houses of Parlia¬ 
ment, they might have proposed the means of 
rendering those Acts more effectual, and from their 
influence with the Ministers, or by an Address to 
the Executive, they should have promoted the 
Abolition of the Slave Trade with Foreign Powers, 
but for a}i this, not one pound from the Subscrip- 
tkm fund was necessary, 

" The Directors will proceed to consider the 
" specific charges against the Institution. 1st, 

The alledged neglect of Education.” This they 
admit, but endeavour to excuse themselves by 
attributing the neglect to Governor Thompson, 
who is now in the East Indies; this sincere 
Abolitionist, and true friend to the civilization of 
Africa, was a Fellow of Queen’s College, Cam¬ 
bridge, and most zealous to extend education; if 
he did not make those African youths School Mas¬ 
ters, I conclude lie found them so inadequately 
instructed, that he could not entrust them with the 
instruction of others, No person could be more 
inclined to carry into effect the ostensible wishes 
of the Institution, and to- prove it .he gave 0 ; -e 
Hundred Pounds Subscription, and became a Mem¬ 
ber, but, when he found their avowed objects 
were never attempted to be carried into effect, but 
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.the mercantile views of the individual who managed 
the Institution alone considered, he gave them up 
in disgust. Next it is asserted that Captain Colum¬ 
bine's state of health prevented the wishes of the 
Institution from being carried forward, and that 
Colonel Maxwell did not think it necessary to apply 
ihe funds of the Society to this object. The 
question stands thus—the Directors allow they had 
410 schools; they allow in the five first Reports they 
induced the Public to believe they had, which they 
must have known to be untrue, because if the 
Schools had been established by them, the Institu¬ 
tion must have been called on for their support. 
The Treasurer’s Accounts (annually published) 
shewed there were no sums drawn for any such 
purpose; therefore it is conclusive that they were 
knowingly deluding the Public on the subject of 
Education, for at least five years. After six years’ 
promise, and two of exposure, they prove tfie 
necessity of having Schools, by sending out Mr. 
and Mrs. Sutherland, and they declare “ that their 
fc offers of providing for the expense of Schools, 
are irrefragable proofs of their having attempted 
civilization.” This is the acme of their efforts 
—sbk offer, the demonstration of the fulfilment of 
their professions and promises. Let the great Per¬ 
sonages, who have lent themselves so unsuspiciously, 
only read what is delivered to the Public under 
their sanction, and they must sufficiently feel 
their humiliated situation. Then tlxe Special Re¬ 
port says, “ Mr. T. charges the Directors with 
deluding a liberal Nation,” because they stated* 
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A better chance will also thus be afforded for 
*' restoring some of the captured Negroes to their 

former connexions, and some of them after hav- 
“ ing enjoyed the advantages of instruction in agri- 
" culture, and in other useful arts in the Colony, 
rf may possibly be beneficially employed in dis- 
“ seminating in other parts of Africa the know- 
ff ledge which they may have thus acquired.”— 
Surely after reiterating for years the wonders they 
were doing, their Schools (in nubibus) for Arabic, 
Soosoo, English, Writing, and the Arts, with 
Farms annexed for Instruction in Agriculture, 
when not one of those admirable plans were ever 
put into execution, nor one of the captured Negroes 
returned to his own country, or ever received any 
instruction in ours, it was just to consider this 
pompous representation a delusion on this liberal 
nation ; and in support of their statement, they 
refer to that miserable expensive production (made 
up in their own way) by Captain Columbine and 
Mr. Dawes, and denominated a Report of Survey 
of the Coast, to the Secretary of State; confirming 
what Governor Thompson writes (as given in page 
8 , Preface, 4th Edition) tempting me to aid the 
<f covert Slave traffic, which had already been 
(C established, and to join in the general System of 
“ misrepresentation to the British Government” 


The extract from the Report of Survey contains 
the following passage; “ When any of the cap- 
f‘ tured Negroes desired to return to their own 
“ country, and such return was deemed praetb 
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« cable, they have been allowed to do so, being 
" first provided with a paper under the hand and 
“ seal of the Governor, certifying that they were 
“ to be considered as his people, and under his 
“ protection, which is looked on according to the 
<c Custom and Laws of Africa, as a sufficient secu- 
“ rity against further molestation this is all 
delusion also; no such paper having been issued, and 
no such Law or Custom subsisting in Africa, but 
fabricated for the same purposes, and in the same 
way at Mr. K. Macaulay’s statement of the disposal 
of the captured Negroes (given in the Appendix, 
Preface, 3d Edition, p. 25). X have heard of a 
solitary instance of an attempt to send some 
Jollifies home, but they were suffered to be sold 
into slavery on the way ! So much for the asser¬ 
tion that near five hundred captured Negroes have 
been restored to their own country. 

This Report concludes the first head.-—Mr. T. 
adds, ff the British Government paid two Black 

Boys, who wrote badly and read worse, for 
;f teaching the Children to read and write ; the 
(i truth and spirit of this allegation will be seen by 
“ the annexed specimens of the hand-writing of 
“ these youths/’ 1 remember while 1 was in the 
Colony, Peter Wilson, one of their educated youths, 
was at the head of the School, and he could 
neither read nor write intelligibly ; but “ the 
specimens of the hand-writing of these youths 
" they have exhibited to the Board,” who could form 
£ judgement of * boy’s proficiency in writing by 



*udi a production ? However we must recollect how 
complaisant the Board constantly proves itself, in 
being easily satisfied! 

2d. ' f Mr. T. proceeds at page 10, to blame the 
- Institution for having sent Cotton Seeds and 
“ various Machines to the Colony before they could 
“ be of any use.’’ The passage in my Letter, 
page 10, alluding* to a great display having been 
made in the Institution Report about sending 
Cotton Seed and Machines to the Colony,—states, 
“ they did send out such tilings before the SeU 
tiers had Land granted to them, before Land 
“ was prepared for the Seed, or Implements in 
“ the Colony to prepare the Land with, the Seed 
“ was thrown into the River rotten, and the Ma- 
chines sulfered to decay and I added in a 
note, “ many persons in the Colony who were 
present when the articles arrived, can prove 
“ this statement, and even in London sufficient 
e{ evidence can be found to establish the fact.’* 
Now, would it not have been more dignified and 
correct in those great Directors, when sitting in 
judgment on my statement, to have called on me 
to have produced those witnesses, and after ex¬ 
amining them, to have pronounced judgment? 
instead of attaching Governor Thompson, attrL 
buting to him the failure of those things, because 
he was recalled , arguing in their old way. from 
what lie might have said, but did not say, and of 
his approbation of the Institution by his sending 
a Subscription of One Hundred Pounds. Mr* 
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Thompson is as incapable of such littleness, as he 
was zealous to promote every thing that could be 
beneficial to Africa; and, in truth, he considered 
himself Governor of Sierra Leone for two years 
after the seed went out; for he writes to me from 
Hull, December 3, 1810.— ff I was sent for home 
“ to communicate with Ministers in my capacity 
" of Governor, and as such, in all appearance, I 
ff stand to this day/’ He was never charged with 
any act of impropriety; he was removed by the 
influence of the little select party, because he 
would not become an instrument of delusion; he 
would have made cs agriculture overspread that al- 
" most depopulated part of Africa ;’ J he would 
have broken the tube of deception, and the bubble 
having burst, profit would be diminished and popu^ 
larity paralyzed; the Manager must have pliable 
tools for intricate manufacture—Thompson was 
English oak, unbending, and sound to the heart. 

The next thing under the same head—Mr, 
ff T. affirms that the cotton seed was as useless to 
" the natives as the settlers, for they had no im- 

plements of husbandry, nor any sort of instru? 
" ments to prepare the ground f or the seed.” An 
attempt is here made to display their knowledge of 
African agriculture and manufacture, which is not 
illustrative. The Africans plant the cotton seed 
or. the same ground with the rice, and after taking 
in the rice, they hoe the cotton.; but when this 
seed was offered, the natives were informed it was 
of a different quality from what they had used be^ 
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fore, and that directions were sent out for its ma¬ 
nagement. They refused the seed, as they will not 
give up old habits until they sec a beneficial change. 
i stated in my note, page 10, Letter to Mr, 
Wilberforce, that there were in London gentlemen 
who could establish the fact. 1 naturally wish for 
investigation, because I am upheld only by truth ; 
they evidently resist it, because they float only on 
its suppression. 

3d. f< In the Third Report, the same old dclu- 
,x sion practised by the Sierra Leone Company is 
w kept up. The Report states that the Colony 
** would produce hemp, rope, cotton, silk, sugar, 
« tea, bark, camphor, castor oil, tobacco, &c. &c." 
Let any person read the Company’s Report in 
1794, three years after they were established, and 
the Third Report of the African Institution, and 
determine if it must not be pronounced the same 
old delusion; also if the whole intention is not to 
shew that the Colony would produce these articles, 
not one of which (except a little cotton) was pro¬ 
duced at the time ; however, they give an extract 
from Mr. Vanneck's letter, which proves that great 
care had been taken of every plant sent out, and 
that they were entrusted to him by Governor 
Thompson. Here they allow care was bestowed, 
without giving Governor Thompson the praise he 
merited, and about the cotton seed they make him 
negligent, w load him with censure unmerited. 

1 affirm again, I never heard of, or saw, any of 



those valuable productions stated in their Third 
Report, because they were not in existence; and 
if they imagine I am in error by considering them, 
public impositions, why do they not expose my de ¬ 
traction ? but the Special Report never presumes 
to prove in support of their Third Report, that the 
Colony does produce hemp, rope, silk, sugar, tea, 
bark, camphor, castor oil, tobacco, &c. &c. which 
I asserted they published to delude the nation. The 
Directors vent their vexation in insinuation and re¬ 
proach against Mr. Thompson and myself, hoping 
to uphold themselves by turning the reader’s atten¬ 
tion from the weakness of their cause to the strength 
of their invective. 

4th. The Directors do not deny they deceived 
and misled the Navy Commanders, by inducing 
them to believe that, under the Abolition Act, they 
were to receive from the Treasury for every slave 
they captured (after being condemned to the King, 
and delivered to the executive officer) forty pounds 
for each man, thirty for each woman, and ten for 
each child. 

5th. The Directors do not deny what I have 
said respecting the Fourth African institution Re¬ 
port, but excuse their impropriety in falsely con¬ 
struing the Abolition Act, by stating that they pub¬ 
lished the act itself; as if a commander could doubt 
the greci !mc (Cdlhonti? of the Institution, and 
fer to their Appendix for the Act. Ultimately, f 
suppose, all parties will be satisfied; the Institution 



■|kdd iW fruiting their enw& from -tSie <AjUeeiti pvdP- 
'§88', hftd-tkey^wili '-procure compensation- ! to those 
4%© followed them, • item Vie iMHcpwife -' • -••-•’ 

■■■&£■ tO-;toia v - -fallMoilo cMtei’deiifc’iii'- to: I?©or&!a« 
Eepec£, : -to Speck!-Impost 'declares.they >•• must 
hf&ie - tt'CCif deceived ■ by, -Mt. Thekpsoh f 'Mptfo&f 

■ do'act ftiMkts {^y'dot&iik'nf tMt v/otdd prove-sM 
deception-This' h : all ■ Oery-’Etted/'.&s : tliey htm$ 
0apfalf4 Tltopsoa -lo 4i' &• Hast •ladies^ Mr-If; 
this gehtICiMt£ ; 'ek&f secs' this special -Report,; F aM 
cOimslccd' : he : -\7ll! 7 detad Iiiriiseif^- - and-' -'make <eS 
gfe#e^el^oCCs , stIraii ! fa-|je0K-^tog£dd-&oM me; • ’' 

6th. " Mr. T——- attacks the Fifth Report, 

* 'fv6Ag : iiie'jgmMtiCQ'^f-^Me Mrectors respect*. 
iiig, the - Portuguese-' -pcssesDioris ■■ north of to 

■ <*”' Equator.'.. ikll-- that the ©kectors said ©it the-siiB* 
^ jeet w&s> that the Portuguese havO'Ei© possessions 

' * r • north of the Equator, ■ with the ■■©sedption ©My 'of 
se the'email island of -Biosao. . WMtthCre'is ineor* 

. c -^ reef in---this statement* Is.,, not 'obvious.-” : Thd- 
islands of §t<-Thomas, Princes, and the Cape cle 
¥erds, are sU-'Portuguese ' possessions, and-the 
Slave Trade is carried on'- at those places; The 
Portuguese- .-have - pos'sesoions at -Adjjtieh, and a!s$ 

-•. north-east-ofdSfesfeo -on the- CferamOnS;-' from, .theses 
also, the--Slave', Trade is pursued j- -and they .are-all 
■nOrth Of the' Squltoiv .' Only let the Fe£dereOi&td<g£ 
How-'• this ; ignorance - Is* persevered,' its, '•-under. to 

■ aaiietidh 'Of- these credidou's Directors * surely - it i§ 
^ideht- ; how : iffflf!ici% they - -Believe* how-, tacitly 
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feey receive; and" how ■ conspicuously .they are de* 
eeived by an ignorant and'Interested individual. • 

’ • 'A long extract ftoirr my leita* to' MV; Wi!~ 
berfo&e is given*-where I\ mentioned the Commis¬ 
sion of purvey; - ; ;i' said • T feai an: useless eommis- 
Cf; sion* >to'gratify- fee little celeef .party .by giving 

c ? tWaoTtheurold .servants.^35113 & year-e£eb, had 

ee . cost Great' 'Britain £ 10,300/*' vThey cannot 
deny it. I - said ’Captain: Go!umbffi@;vfes qualified, 
and they incapacitated- him, by .hewing,him also 
appointed 'Governor. They ean'sbt deny it,! PsakL 
afthe-commission had been■/useful,’ the 'other, com¬ 
missioners were - not qualified/ One -.o* them they 
do- not--defend, and.as to fee other, I shall otily 
appeal to his. Report, and to- every intelligent gen-*■ 
Sleman - accustomed, - to: the. coast,:, whether there is> 
or net, one particle of information - that could not 
have -been' attained at Cape. Coast Castle, .or in Los* 
don, : without trouble"or expense ? The observa¬ 
tions and hints .on the .state of the slave Trade, con¬ 
tained in-the" Repost, are unfounded,- the remark# 
about-Sierra Leone mischievous, /and obviously'.in¬ 
tended to further the views of fee trading Patron. - 

. Tlie Report-- continues.—" But perhaps Mr. Tb 
means : to '-object'to the propriety -of Continuing 
et '- their ..salaries- to - the:..commissioners • daring- then? 
* . mvotetary '• -inactivity if so, the '/Directors? 
se fekbtt necessary to sta i% mi hi*- wag .-of. recri* 
“ -Tit mst$Qi2, but- /for. the purpose.' of enabling, fee 
f--Institetioh- to-.judge wfythe :justness of Mr, 



' **'. TOdrpe^ 'dami .So a.character, for superior regal'd 
so t© : public -economy ;•• that’ lie. himself, enjoyed - .a 
tfff .salary, as Chief Justice.and Judge-of the Vice 
<"AdmiraltyiGearfr.at...Sierra • Leone," for several 
"kyeesfy although.'his actual residence in the Colony 
* e " did act’, ence'ed ■ twenty-one - months;. Mo- 'calory* 
?.f which‘wad year, •. commenced frsmi the. 

£*.■ month of January 1308,.; and he received' it with* 
? e out any dednctioiL for"three years, and a .Mf.foe-* 
? c .-tore he set his footin .the Colony * font not content. 
? tf with this; large sinecure emolument, sGon.afe- 
w foe- landed at'Sierra Leone, he demanded - of .Mid 
Smith (the. gentleman wh©' had done the whole 
’?* duty of tlie ofSce of Judge of the. Vice Admiralty' 
Court' for nearly eighteen - months.'previous to his 
" aiiwa!) to-pay -over to- him all .the'fees lie had 
f e received In : that capacity; and on Mr. Smith’s 
ff: refusing to'comply with this demand, Mr,'Thorpe 
«? brought an- action •. against him in the Court in 
- se which he 'himself usually presided, for sr V^flCOO, 
ec and 'there pleading his own cause, - he obtained a 
* f verdict for* «£3S0, and actually 'compelled -Mr. 
6e - Smith,. By a writ addressed t©'. the Stieiily to pay 
tff this., sum,'within a few days after the verdict had 
fff been given/" 

-Since they have most liberally introduced 
this.irrelevant, subject] and '-traveled • out-of 'the 
I?a®'skte£ to'.make A'-personal-'.rltack, .and c&iTy,' 
the 'reader's attention from!' their ■faladoust-Sle- 
ports, ] l dial - ‘begin withnoticing . eight,.'false ■ 
otateineiits iE'lialf a $ag©,' aitdiheE'-ofemde. foa.£h<s'' 




patience of my reader a'true ’Statement of the whole: 
matter.' 1 never 1 received’ any salary as • Judge of 
the -Vice Admiralty: Court;, it: was distinctly settled 
that; I was to be remunerated by-.the-fees arising 
from that office ■;. I. did"not make: any demand - on 
Mr. • Smith’'soon? after'L arrived m thehCoLay, 
nor -until several-'cessions .afterwards ; Sne^er de¬ 
manded the --whole of the. fees; Mr. Smith did-sot 
appfsr ^nearly. - eighteen 1 months;. ■' E never /pleaded 
• : 'my. own- •• cause ;• •_; -I never•; obtained • a' Verdict - ’ for 
£8W'; I ?never ‘.actually ,-mmpelkil Mr.' .Smith;to 
pay,inor:was-’any-: particular'wrL addressed..to - ,the 
Sheriff': on: the subject, - within a -few days afterth© 
verdict - had heen-ghfen. • • -. : 

;Lwas removed from hiy judLiai - sl£us.tion in 
nadayto” be- appointed' .Chief Justice of Sierra Le¬ 
one;!-my salary was-to cease! for the. one on - tlie'&Ist' 
■of ©ecember - . 180?, and commence for the. other 
■ On • the1 st ■! of. J anuary; - !B08, : -. from /.they hour. -1 
was!"appointed';-! r-was -'prepared .'.td'embark.' • I' ap¬ 
plied often; to Government; to assume- my,'station. 
■Ifhe-Secretary of State..three times directed me-to 
holdmyself in-readiness. ."Lord Castfereagh dr- 
‘ dered' the to. sail by his . ? Majecty’s chipSblfeay. Lord 
'Liverpool directed-ms tor go.by-his; Majesty^ ship 
’CrecodEe. ! I wabyfou?: - times actually, equipped 
for--gOatig on board, ; but - secret .influence always 
’■ produced a detention. Ifwas- asserted :E.:gouM' not 
*‘go ! mthodt the"new--Charter for the Colony;'which.' 

‘ was eoiiready^ thofcgh'• the - new’0istrtef.'neitii.e|:itf«r : • 
-dreasaV-'iapt’‘dimifiiohed myrpower of , 
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every duty required. I might have presided in the 
Admiralty Court; I might have acted as Chief Jus¬ 
tice ; I might have presided at the criminal com- 
illusions, from being first in council ; and I might 
have presided in the Civil Court, if I had been ap¬ 
pointed Mayor; all without the new Charter ; but 
the little select part]/ did not wish me there, and I 
wa s detained until Mr. Whitbread’s enquiry in 
the House of Commons into the cause of my de* 
tention, obliged me to assume my station. Now, 

I; only ask, if, in justice, one shilling of my sa¬ 
lary could have been withheld? Certainly Lords 
juLverpacd and Castlereagh considered me entitled, 
for they directed that I should be paid. Mr. Smith 
was a person originally sent out by the Sierra Le¬ 
one Company at a salary of £40 or <£50 a year j as 
I have been informed, to instruct the boys and 
girls in spelling, and the men and women in Psalm 
singing ; he then became a storekeeper for the 
Company, and next a shopkeeper for himself. Mr. 
Smith happened to be in England when Captain 
Columbine was going out in his Majesty’s ship 
Crocodile, to be Governor of Sierra Leone and 
•Commodore on the station. 1 applied to go in the 
.Crocodile, but Mr. Smith was considered a more 
complaisant gentleman. I was refused a passage, 
.and Mr. Smith taken out, and appointed acting 
Judge of the Vice Admiralty Court, by Commo¬ 
dore Columbine, who had bis own ship constantly 
bringing in vessels for adjudication, and at their 
•trials he dictated the judgments of the Court for 
Mi\ Smith to pronounce! Rut. if Mr. Smiui did, 
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•siot approve of those sentences, (though he pro- 
nounced them) he altered them as he thought 
fit, long after they were recorded; and lest the 
original ship’s papers should ever come forth 
in judgment against him, in cases of appeal from 
his sentences of condemnation, he suffered them 
to be taken away entirely ! Mr. Smith had also 
much facility in supplying his shop from the con¬ 
demned cargoes; so that his judicial appoint¬ 
ment Was Universally considered a pretty profitable 
trading concern. Mr. Smith having long been the 
great oracle of the Colony; felt his consequence 
lessened on the arrival of Governor Maxwell and 
myself; and informed the inhabitants, he might 
“ have been Governor, Chief Justice, or one of the 
" Council, if he had pleased; that he would not 
assist the constituted authorities, but suffer their 
ignorance to ruin them, after which he Would 
“ set all right i” 

Having tolerated Mr. Smith in this mode of con-* 
duct for six months, and perceiving its injurious 
tendency, I spoke of it to Governor Maxwell and 
sent a very cool, sensible gentleman to Mr. Smith, 
who pointed out the impropriety of his conduct, 
and assured him that if he did not desist, I should 
be obliged to expose him, by proving he had been 
appointed a Magistrate and acting Judge, in viola¬ 
tion of the Charter and Admiralty Commission, and 
or he had no legal right to the fees he had received, 
he would be obliged to refund them. This expos¬ 
tulation was answered by defiance. I then put the 





esBcntfoa 'issued■■ of course/ and it received- the. 
damages,. '' 1 \ 

- -2.‘then concluded all oilier demands 'from -Mr; 
Smith.-precluded;' but the kittle select-party 'pre- : 
Tailed on Lord Bathurst to stop seven • hundred 
pounds of my salary as Chief Justice, and appro*-' 
g>rkto*.it:to Mr. : Smith,--as acting Judge of the Vice 
Admiralty. Court! net-from my calory-which he- 
/same due while ■ Mr..Smith was acting,' (for 1 was 
•paid all my -salary for that time by direction of Lord 
Liverpool) but from what became due (two years 
-afterwards)'during ray leave of absence for-the 
jecovery of my health.. By this deduction, and 
stoppages equally oppressive, nearly three thousand 
pounds, ©f my salary have been withheld, which 
anight have: caused me to have been -thrown''into a 
.prison, and by'disabling-me".from the - -'power-of 
obeying.■■ any; order.- to return to my station in-the 
-Colony, a..dismissal from my appointment vtouM 
liave followed ©f coprse, ■ Could such' an object 
have - been contemplated by -such pure, and beiaevo- 
flenf gentlemen? • Every libera! mind, 31 am con- 
vincedy will be; gratified by this exposure ofmalig- 
■nifcyf and'the., great men who-have euLered their 
names to sanction-suck a vilioao-attempt at detrac¬ 
tion, must fee! ■ ashamed; but the noble- Lord who 
has been so misled as to become the instrument 'of 
.such'unprovoked persecution^, will; on-learning the 
truth, fee! indignant at their audacity. ' I hope this 
plain- statement, will warn the'-lkbricator of this' 
tp.OKt to' beware of such ' continued arrogance ; hk ' 



f-rtoed of truth makes him vindictive ogainst me; his 
adulation of rank, disrespectful ofhimcelf; but he 
might .have considered the personages who have so 
thoughtless^ lent-the sa'hctton of "their great names' 
to such - unqualified; nia%ni£y.— f< 'It' out-herodb 
A Herod,” '' . I • 

■ Sth. “ Mr, Thorpe blames the information tho 
f e .Directors, gave to the navy m the Fifth Report/* 
-They acknowledge .the information was erroneous* 
;bi: sta.ti’ng,'as they, did,' that' it was necessary that, 
vessels .carrying-on the Portuguese • Slave Trade 
diouf&.have been' built- iii -Portuguese dominions, 
or'Condemned-in Portuguese Courts, of Admiralty 5 
but: say, it was once an- opinion in-which “ Mr. T. 
f ff ’himself .appears to.' have entirely-and. uhreserv- 
' C£ ' edly concurred, as may be seen from several-'of 
,ct his. own - decisions,- .as - the cases of the Calypso, 
f c -IJrb^nO„and.Paquet -Volante.” In the first place, 
the Calypso-.had nothing to.'dd.with the case; she 
was condemned on different :pointo- from the .others, 
and-the Cause of the Urban©, and 'Paquet Volante 
being condemned was,this-.:—When Captain Bones 
•brought them- into Sierra Leone, lie produced not 
- only the. errors of the African Institution, but also* 
directions from the Lords, of the Admiralty to the 
same, effect, I' never attended to the fallaciousness 
‘ of .the institution, but I considered myself bound 
by the directions'of the Admiralty in'that instance. 

' Aii Admiralty dudgey I'conceive to be directed not 
only by the civil-law, and Admiralty proceedings 
but, to be -in.-some-. measure, directed by his ‘qw 
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government; --therefore, tinder that authority* £* 
condemned, - hut informed' Captain Bones ;Ii was 
convinced the sentence would he.reversed,’ .and. ex-* 
nosed the absurd-confusion, made about the-Portu¬ 
guese Treaties, in such a v/ay before 'Captains Irby 
and Scohell, as to prevent any more captures from 
being made on the same ground. 

. The Directors next introduce what they call the ■ 
substance of a conversation of .mine with Lieute¬ 
nant .Pascoe,,.(who was universally revered in life, 
end covered with glory in death.) This conversation, 
is irrelevant to the subject of- their erroneous infor¬ 
mation furnished to the .navy, and. would be per¬ 
fectly ridiculous for me to. attend to in its present 
state, .though the supposed substance of my con¬ 
versation. was - f<r submitted to two respectable naval 
ee officers/*.. When any decision,,, of. mine. -is .ap¬ 
pealed.; from* and comes before the . court above, I 
shall willingly furnish ; .the reasons for :ny judgment 
when, required, as I have heretofore ' done,, and 
though in eyror,- if.I have discharged, my duty with 
integrity, I would not be considered , culpable; 
but-those who mischievously mislead from, obtrusive 
.ostentation, are in; my opinion highly criminal 

, • -At. page #7, ^ Mr; T. refers to his own exposition 
f 6 of the 10th Article of.the .Portuguese .Treaty, 
/A as more correct; than Lord Castlercagh’s/’ That 
■is not true~I never did say, my exposition was- more 
-correct than- Lord-., Castlereagh’s : such presumption 
I Igave to, the.managers-of the..Institution; and 



ee lie,” '(Mr. T-.)- " adds that his construction lias - 
*■ not been overruled-by higher authoi%. • This 
assertion, .it Is-much" to be regretted, is equally* 
“• incorrect with.the-rest'of Ms Pamphlet. Previ- 
^. ; ous to its appearance, that construction bud dk 
" ■ ready been-overruled by Sir ■William Grant, Sir 
cf William Scott, and-Sic John-'-MicholI, - in the- 

■ “ cases of the Calypso, Urbano, and Paquet Vo-* 
* f --Ian£e, and has sinoe been overruled in the case 
cc of the ■ St. Juan.” ■ In the first place, the deci¬ 
sion. of-the-Calypso has not been overruled,■ but 
stands-.over; the condemnation, was -not confirmed' 
from-the King’s Advocate being misled by the -ig¬ 
norance of Mr.'-Macaulay, the captor’s prise agent. 
When. I- informed the King’s Advocate where the 
slaves-.were taken from/ by referring. &> the■ log 
book of-'the Calypso, and proved-by affidavit, that 
those '-places-'were not on the Coast' de Mina, he ap¬ 
plied'to.'the Court to be heard again, but the argu¬ 
ment was'closed-; however the condemnation: was 
not overruled. ■ Secondly, the cases-of-this Urbano, 
and Paquet -Volant© have'nothing-:to do with" my 
exposition of -the treaty. -1 never stated,- it wac 
et necessary'that vessels carrying on the Portuguese 
fff Slave Trade, should'have been-built hi the do- 
ff minions of Portugal, or condemned, in a Portu- 
**'.giiese Court of- Admiralty;”- that -I leave for the 
exposition of the African-Institution ; and'-as to the 
St.' Juan, the Special Report admits- this - case - wah 

■ riot . decided until' after my pamphlet was published • 
'ihe - .ressoris for reversing' - that '‘.condemnation may 
Imy.e'been the seme that prevented" the condemn 



fjon of file Calypso- from being confirmed at once. 
qs Mr. -Macaulay was prise agent in her case also. 
Then the Report persists liberally to decide, but> 
besides this, the irregularity-of Mr. Thorpe’s pro* 
ceedings, as judge of the Vice-Admiralty at 
“ Sierra -Leone, appears to have produced on.tha 
? minds of the judges of the prise court,' a very 
T unfavourable impression of the justice of Ms 
proceedings; and -in that way may'have proved 
" materially prejudicial to the general cause of 
tff Abolition. 14 1 defy these defective Abolitionistc 
■to state a single sentence that ever passed the lips 
•of those admirable judges, that could have been. 
distorted into a censure on the justice of my deci¬ 
sions, and'-if my decisions had been unjust,'how 
■could that have prejudiced the cause of Abolition, f 
Jo the-case of the Biana (-B:od=-Adm.-Eep. p r 95) 
Sir William Scott most correctly reprobated), the 
conduct of the Court at Sierra Leone, but the little 
select party’s judge and friend, Mr. Smith, presided, 
and the precedents sept by his judicious friends of 
the Institution, produced much of his error. 


As they'become-weak'in-vindication, and more 
confused in. reasoning, they grow strong in falla¬ 
cious statement* • and. personal acrimony~ -it is'a 
gniscr&ble subterfuge the imbecility of the head 
cannot be supplied‘by the depravity of the heart 

■9th. tf<r Another theme of invective strangely 
ft Policed- by )Mr. Thorpe, is the conviction of' 



BjRodie, Cooke* and.-.Bunbor, under .the ,-Slave 
f. Felony Act.”. ;Tken eleven pages of • falsehood 
and -malignity issue with more, effrontery-than was 
-ever before-exhibited..-it. roust be evident to the 
mtipti, .that -’the active, Directors and their mans* 
gcr* .who have. laboured, for, my removal for years-* 
■would, with..'.avidity have .,laid charges against me* 
f.f ' any - tiling tangible ,-could . have been found; they 
ctadied-to.asalce §amo’s trial., a.charge; toiled over 
spy--Letter.to.Mr. Wilberforce; .and. the public will 
.credit: tI1e.as211ra.sce*.- that I have.positive proof of 
jtlxeir.having -scrutinized every action'of mine to 
/find come .error,to; : lay before the Secretary .of 
-State. - It.is scarcely, necessary to attend to their-in* 
wefctives, which; tOnly con&ui .".their infinite wptls 
v ? - -ail'd i eho ite -despair. ’';. I have, always dared them 
-=&>.- public.- accusation* - and. : courted enquiry, * 


h.;, Knowing Jtow. they ..have ..endeavoured, to .-preju* 
.dice .Lord .JSathurst against me*, and to-whisper away 
jny■ character, whenever,^they, -.could. find credulous 
listeners;.E-.reqiw.Gted- Mo .'Lordship to. let me-know 
what had been insinuated to my-disadvantage* and 
'•assured.-rhim./that';I-would not .require a;.day to 
• caticfy-his. Lordship-as to. its -falsehood and wicked* 
.-mess, but a: particle of charge:- never-cam© forth, •* 

dThe Special Report, proceeds.- to state the man* 
■ rner in which Brodie, Cooke* .and Dunbar pleaded, 
-va-nd'how-they were circumstanced, all of -which is 
: false*so the men- themselves, now. in England?? can 
prove,. ... ." 




■ -The Directors wish -to -shew, that the precedent 
£ -established in the first case of ’prosecution for 
Slave trading, • was followed in the proceedings 
against these men, and the blame of to . t J convic¬ 
tion must attach to -me; to support- tlf^ they ap¬ 
peal-'to some published trials,' / I know nothing : of 
those trials; though I make-'no doubt (from the re-* 
spectability of the Editor) I uttered '■ whatever was 
published as mine; I have hot' read them; but I 
appeal -to - ray own - Letter, part of 'which Colonel 
Maxwell and the-Directors have'so honourably'gi* 
ven to the public, in which I stated ■ that i was 
annoyed - oh Colonel Maxwell’s 'account* after 
Bamo and Hickson had been brought to- Bierra 
Leone,-’ . • ' 

Governor Maxwell* ■••Without my -knowledge, 
sent Ms Majesty’s schooner Testa to'the Isles do 
Loss/' Iiad '-Samo and- Hickson Seized,- and''drag¬ 
ged-from their -houses/-as- prisoners 46 Sierra 
Leone- on a suspicion to-f slave', trading,. I .■ .ne¬ 
ver had seen the, : 5lsto of--the limg/'. Cap. at 
this time, -it-was--only -in" Governor Maxwell's 
possession* ■ I 'did not - wish that the Slave Trade 
chould be - encouraged, by shewing that the an- 
thorities-'in: the Colony had. no power* to control 
the -traders residing • in- the Rio” Fongas, ■ nor 
•did Twish that-the Governor, who had -ordered' 
'these men to be -seized without-' sufficient authority, 
should be rained by damages and disgrace, which 
-Inevitably would-have been the case, /if' Saitfo and 
Jrgcksm had been liberated/-and had pmseejeft 



,cr:~‘rj st Colonel Maxell. It:was also of the most' 
tr/fal importance to the cause of • Abolition,'that* 
these men should. not be permitted- to escape with-: 

•-ont 4ahl,' because - on their- discharge 'they v 'would 
have resumed to their factories, revived the-Slave 
Trade' with -increased, .vigour,' and encouraged 
©any others-, under -the- impunity by which-they 
7 vo T id tjn-rQ discovered themselves shielded."-'! there* 
fo e ■"cu^cr 5 that- -.-Mr. .Biggs should be sent to" the 
*3*0 Wngrs, to .prevail on the King of. the Soosoo 
rrtic i mid. -the. chiefs around him,- to .permit the 
process -of/-our 'court, to extend toMhe white men m 
their dmniniom, . which" -'was granted, , and' a-sufh- 
dent--n^m’her--'of-competeirt witnesses' were subpoe¬ 
naed and brought to _ Sierra Leone. Hickspn .wag. 
acquitted ;-a$d after the jury had given a verdict of 
guilty.against-vSarno, .-l: -endeavoured to -prove ; to 
.Governor- Ma#weH. that - . the. prisoner 'could' not be 
legally ; c$nvictedunder-the 4 ct, ile-would not-be' 
-jConvmccd> and, produced the Edinburgh Bevies* 
.to safisfyine ! was -.wrong; however* % told him, ao 
■ J. CGiiIc^of pass sentence on :Samo, he - had better 
Induce -the native- ICingj the: Chiefs^ and .the''Slave 
Trades^-, in the country:lyhere Same,had,-,so long 
.resided, to petition -fo^ .-his .pardon, -and, ms an- in? 
dttoement to. have it granted,- golenmiy promise that 
they would renounce the Slave Trade- for ever; • this 
Oil ud, and. 8^x00-7/00- liberated. ' When the ihir 
ce^l to medicament- into which I was. thrown. in 
<ron jetet ed>.. I- leave -it-to-, the -nation''-to determine; 
\ vnc I ■ .served - the Abolition- ' cause, - and. eavei 

M^we!l-ornot% .. ■■ 



b'li- 

Ho .cSie'tyaS’ injured ; Sarao- had' Bee cgIieecgI 
CBr a few weeks, but there was an mfonn&tioYa l!fe£ 
against him for selling 'eighteen slaves, and he wau 
frned eighteen hundred pounds, which was forgiven; 
this/was sufficient compensation ; but the pernicious 
cbhsequences'thtft mnst have arisen .from his - libera¬ 
tion' without trial, ’were incalculable,; he could not 
have'' |>eeii.. sent’; to England /without witnesses. io 
liave Convicted him, and such could not- tiave'bseis 
jrdcured. ■ As td'Coldhel^Maxwell, every thing thaC; 
friendship; ctmld 'dictate, I said, wrote, • and did, £■©' 
screen him in this case, and to prevent his _ ever ex¬ 
ercising arbitrary power again, as my letters'hut! 
conduct, fully : 'prfeh I assured him I could noS 
legally pronounce'sentence'on Samp;'also'in the 
letter given by the Directors, (page 101, Special 
Report) I advise him not: to. exceed the ? powers 
vested in him by his commission and the Royal In¬ 
structions, and in my letter given in their Appendls* 
I mention, that on my. return to England % eff the 
€i difficulties and doubts that are now on my mind 
* c will be removed yet the .Directors publicly 
declare, that it was. under the precedent of my con- 

The difficulties and donlifs tliat were on my mind', E com¬ 
municated specifically to the Secretary of State for the Cbl«i- 
aiep, or to the first Lord of the Admiralty, -a*> they 'happened: 
to be appropriate ei ther department, as regularly as to the 
Governor \ had I been in error 2 presumed I should have been 
corrected, yet my mind was not satisfied. I confess I did uoa 
Consult the very high authority of the Institution, though they 
inform the nation they were in the r habit of instructing tits'Se¬ 
cretary of- State. • ' £LT» 
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duct on Same's seizure, that Governor Maxwell 
proceeded iu the cases of Brodie, Cooke, and Dun-* 
bar, after my return to England* 

The Report continues, " but Mr. Thorpe had* 

* L while iii the exercise of the same jurisdiction* 

tried several Slave Traders, convicted three, sen- 
“ tenced one to seven years transportation, another 
" to three years hard labour on the public works, 
4e in cases to all of which the same objection ap- 
Cf plied.” This is as unfounded as the rest of the 
assertions made against me hi the Special Report, 
The fact is, two of those persons who admitted 
themselves to be British subjects were brought from 
Bance Island, where they had committed the crime 
of Slave Trading, which island was held by Mr. 
Anderson by a grant from the Crown, and at the 
time of the trial was in our possession as a depot for 
the recruiting party from the West India regiments; 
I maintain they were legally tried and convicted 
tinder the Act, though pardoned. 

A British subject also was sent from Dick's Cove 
(a settlement on the Gold Coast in possession of the 
Crown) to Sierra Leone, to be tried for aiding and 
abetting the Slave Trade; now I contend this per¬ 
son was legally tried, and I defy the Institution and 
all their vindictive partizans, to produce one instance 
of ray having acted illegally in my public, or immo¬ 
rally in my private conduct; the Nation (from the 
Special Report) will be convinced they would if 
they could, lay charges and induce conviction. 
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As for the assertion that Colonel Maxwell or Mr. 
Tur&ie followed my precedents, it is well known 
that from the hour l left tlte Colony they overturned 
and derided every thing I had done in the court, or 
out of the eourt, pointedly pursued a directly oppo¬ 
site course, and declared they did not desire law to 
be the rule of their conduct, and never suffered it 
to be a restraint. 

The Directors conclude — <e As to the respectful 
and sympathetic style in which Mr. T. speaks of 
tf these men, one of whom he had himself adjudged, 
rf to the pillory, and all of whom he admits to have: 
“ been Slave Traders, it would be difficult to ex- 
“■ plain, even on the principles assumed by him-* 
u seif. With his affected zeal for the Abolition, it 
“ is still less reconcileable.” I never spoke of these 
men respectfully—1 punished one of them when 
the law would reach him; was I to sacrifice the 
law to administer to their popularity ? They have 
proved my zeal for the Abolition, thanks to their 
malignity. 

10th. " The Trial and Condemnation of Rostwick 
and Mac Queen, mentioned by Mr. T. in terms of 
strong censure, stand on precisely the same 
“ ground as those of Brodie, Cooke and Dunbar.” 
This is another false statement; for those men, under 
the influence of both hope and fear, and a promise of 
immediate pardon, were induced to acknowledge 
they had been concerned in the Slave Trade, and 
without any grand jury, indictment, witnesses, coun¬ 
sel, or form of trial, they were sentenced to fourteen 



years transportation, and have been sent to Botany 
Bay;—of this fact, there is now abundance of proof 
in England,—the voice of justice and humanity has 
reached the throne ,* and I have been informed, that 
orders have issued for reversing their sentence, by 
which they will ultimately be relieved from their il¬ 
legal sufferings. 

Surely there never was such conduct exhibited 
under the pretence of administering English Law!! 
nor such atrocities ever practised by any civilized* 
nation. 

11th. <( Mr. T, also severely censures the con- 
w duct of Governor Maxwell, and Captains Scobelf' 
“ and Maxwell, for destroying the slave factories, in 
“ the rivers Mesarado and Pongas, and liberating 
ic the slaves found there.” I did not mention the 
names of Captains Scobell and Maxwell, that was 
reserved for their kind friends in the Institution. 
The Special Report states, " the slave factories, 

“ which were destroyed, belonged exclusively to 
“ British and American subjects.”—‘This is not true. 

€C The factories were planted on ground over which 
ee the native jurisdiction did not extend.”—This is’ 
not true. They were distinct and separate from 
“ the towns and villages of the natives.”—This is 
not true. The " attack and destruction of the fac- 
“ tories, Mr. T. calls an invasion of the territories 
of our allies 1ff the liberation of the captives 
ff detained in the slave yard, or in the chains of those 
contemners of the laws of their country, he deno- 
minates carrying away the subjects of our allies* 
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and the demolition of the slave houses, and slave 
•< holds of these British and American miscreants, 
“ he calls destroying the possessions of the natives/’ 
There never was such a fallacious rhapsody published 
before, under the sanction of great names; and if all 
this statement were true, it would not invalidate my 
assertion. Great Britain has no possessions at Cape 
Mesarado, nor in the Rio Pongas, yet the Governor 
of Sierra Leone sent an armed force, and destroyed 
the habitations, and carried away the property of the 
white men indiscriminately, who had for twenty 
years resided in the dominion, and under the pro¬ 
tection, of the African Kings and Chieftains. All 
slaves, on ihis occasion, Were seized upon, without 
distinction, whether they belonged to white or black 
men, and many were taken, that were not slaves ; 
some persons, who in their own country, resisted 
these violent depredations, were killed or wounded, 
or obliged to fly from their homes. The white men 
were caught; carried in irons to Sierra Leone, and 
condemned by an illegal power to transportation, 
while the black natives thus seized were condemned 
to our Sovereign, and instantly turned into soldiers 
for life, or placed as the Governor thought fit ; 
for these acts of lawless power, in forcing the na* 
tives from their masters, parents, and happiness, ap¬ 
plause is demanded from the nation, and head 
money from the treasury. Undoubtedly, it was as 
much an invasion of the territories of our allies, as if 
we had invaded Russia or Holland in the same way; 
and much more disgraceful and cruel, because the 
blacks are poor, defenceless, inoffensive beings, look- 

F 
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mg to the English for example, precept and protee- 
4sett. Bosfvvick was dragged to a prison, and without 
triad, transported for fourteen years; his houses 
burned, his property destroyed; his respectable 
widowed mother disgraced ; every prospect in Ufa 
blasted, and every hour embittered; he was asked to 
accuse some merchants in Liverpool hr being con¬ 
cerned in the sltive trade ; he declared he knew rif 
hone; then he was told to acknowledge he had been 
in the trade himself, and he would be liberated; 
he did so, and was thrown into irons; not an ac¬ 
cusation made, or a witness produced. M'Qtxeeu 
Whs similarly dreumstanoed, and they are now in 
ttotooy Bay/ ferodie declares, he is ready to prove 
that from the * moment he renounced the slave trade 
dn Samo’s pardon, he never had the slightest concern 
With that trade ift any shape. Two little negro 
beys, under eleven yearn of age, without having the 
least knowledge of an oath, or knowledge of our lan¬ 
guage, were induced to say, under the utmost terror 
and in tears, that he was their father? and then it was 
proved that a person who had been his servant sold 
them ; this man's property was completely destroy¬ 
ed, and from the severe treatment he experienced, l 
learn that half of his thee has been eaten away by 
disease ; he has been restored, b? a reversion of hia 
sentence, indigent and disfigured, to a reputable fa¬ 
mily. riiekson is now labouring oft the public 
Works at Sierra Leone. We are indignant that & 
white man , a British subject, in such a climate, at all 
seasons, should toil under a vertical stm; but every 
feeling is ngonifted, when m know be rm illegally. 
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sentenced to such punishment. Of Cooke and Dun¬ 
bar, I know little more than that one is an American 
and the other a Spaniard. All this is applauded by 
those religious, moral, benevolent gentlemen, who, 
because they cannot extricate their partizans, would 
entangle me in their criminality; and, because I have 
not implicit faith in all they profess, nor revere them 
as immaculate, they load me with opprobrious 
epithets, as profusely, as they lavish panegyricks on 
themselves. This storm of passion blows them into 
e sea of absurdity, while they declare {t I sympa- 
** thize with slave traders,” they publish to the 
world irrefragable proof from my letters, that I dedi¬ 
cated my whole mind, resigned every comfort on 
earth, and would have hazarded my life in the cause 
of Abolition. They preach their zeal to conciliate the 
African Chiefs, and at the same time praise those 
who have irritated, and driven them to the verge of 
War; they proclaim themselves the Protectors of 
Sierra Leone; and, after causing insurrection by 
breach of promise to the settlers, they endanger the 
extermination of its inhabitants by breach of faith 
with the neighbour chiefs. 

1 feel it incumbent on me, while treating on this 
subject, to point out a new instance of this voraci¬ 
ousness for head-money, and a propensity to oppres¬ 
sion, under the mask of Abolition. Colonel Max¬ 
well, having heard there was a ship in the river 
Sherborough, (not in British territory) intending to 
take on board a cargo of two hundred slaves, sent a 
force and brought her to Sierra Leone, where Sur- 
f 2 
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.f;eon Purdie condemned, he? and-two hundred : 4aveo 
.who -wereSoever on- board the ship,; nor hjolight \t® 
•Sierra Leone ! • However, this 1 slight defect . was-io 
be repaired,' and Governor ;senfc : .- ( an 

orde^i to the .-chiefs forthwith to ; send the slaves, - or 

“ t all their. habitations; and property .should be de r 
" stroyec!.-’ - -Ail they could procure were, cent; and 
o promissory note given for the remainder.. •. Shortly 
after this mandate,- a gentleman, wb^ 1 ip 4 fo^g ►c-» 
rided at Sierra Leone,-stopped at tkg-entrance of the 
Slierboroiigli,-, and found ail.' die-.people .moving 
' from theirdiinisep. ;He- en^ttircdijie reason, and y/as 
told- they } were, ordered, to,,send...slaves-;.to.:Sierra 
Leone ; that .as r: -.they. had none,, -their...possession^ 
were; to be; destroyed.,'.' ..Just, at .fhatAtimej..Cqlppe) 
j^axwell having fortunately,sailed, p? Srtglan’d^rdie 
gentleman informed the' .Chief that he. y/ould apply 
•to Colonel :Macarthy (then, comniaiidfng .at ..Sierra 
LeoSie)foiya:prolect!pn...thatjhe. ! i»ightxeiate:the.ci!.y 
cumstance in person.;., lie,obtained a protection,.and 
the son of, the Chief being sent to, Siemu Leone, as^ 
snred-'the.Lieutenant,Governor,4liey had no Paves, 
that he had fifty brothers and sisters, .with whom they 
could not part ; lie expressed a hopef that as Ills 
■(countrymen had done the. Colony, no injury* their pro- 
_ p.erty.ahd habitations.should not.be. destroyed; -aitd 
that he. would purchase .slaves, as -fast. lie. could,, and 
. send them J by six and seven - at a time > to. Sierra 
Leone, till the two hundred demanded as the tribute 
for their safety was made up.- Lieutenant..Governor 
bfacarthy very properly refused, to receive the slaves, 
and the. Chief -escaped.-Iiaving his town destroyed by 
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‘Governor- - Maxwell’s • absence’ -.without purchasing 
slaves for' its. -redemption. ■ This statement can be 
proved by persons-now in London ; and I leave it to 
the ‘Paragraph writers, Magazine editors, Pamphle- 

■ leers -arid Reviewers amongst and about the little-se¬ 

lect party to-defend.' 1 can nothing* to; abomina- 
cc lion add/greater Ilian this.” - ' 

: TSie -‘Special 'Report attempts to impose an -idea on 
the-public; that Great Britain lias the same right over 
Gape Mesarad6;andthe'Rio Pongas, as she possesses 
over the British. Forts,- on the Gold Coast; there is 
only L this -small 'difference; the : forts ■ on the Gold 
Coast are held by a ■ chartered Company, - were ■al¬ 
ways-considered-as'-British possessions, and are sup-, 
portedby ah'annual'Parliamentary grant of twenty- 
Sye thousand a-year, whereas Great Britain has-not 
a-'fort, or'a'‘possession; of any sort at Mesarado, or 
the Rib; Pongas; nor does she claim or pay for one 

■ foot of territory there; nor do the Native'Chiefs allow 
to Great Britain any authority over those places.. So 

■ independent do they - consider -themselves,- that’in 
1812,- on some' triffmg; complaint, a'Chieftain in the 
Rio-Pongas seized the government - schooner of 

' Sierra Leone, dismantled her, and'threw the master 
and crew into'prison. > ^ The Reporter’s information 
arid veracity- ■ is ■ equally conspicuous, on all these 
subjects. . - t ■ ■ ^ 

fc • ‘ The Report endeavours to shew that-1 counte¬ 
nanced these depredations, and that this outrageous 
conduct may be considered as derived -from - 'my own 



r **'V:,V; fhto r C3fcbliched fjy extracts free 

i fcrc, c?if fob© r.we, to Governor Maxwell, an# 
, which E*n supposed to fere i?se^.at trials* 

/few, si erwwipwlicv, these let tew r T f f * be found to 
csaMi? the ncct friendly rdviee ? © Gxw no? .Max? 
.well, to-guard' him against exercising arbitrary 
power, and to hold himself not justifiable in .doing 
what his commission or instructions did .not autho- 
: ’he. It h evident,; those atrocious acffo codd neve? 
Iwve been committed, bad my. advice been followed; 
but the moment I left the, colony,; all restraint was res 
noved, Governor • Maxwell. conceived 'the .African 
i'Grtitotion;weyid support; him thiwgh every. thing* 
cad those unparalleled acts may be considered,--^ 
'committed under their- own sanction/ -The predatory 
•(expeditions on the .-African coast were -psopiiiar. taleo 
f.n.. England; the. Institution declared their'-seal for 
Abobtids, and anplsadscljllisir partisans to -pcr-tch© 
of .the praise-; • Jrat when:..truth came forth,; and po? 
pufarity. retreated, - every .despotic.-and. illegal t pra? 
ceeding was to. be attributed to -my advising Gover? 
nor Maxwell to Ge^d*Bfr^ ; Biggs, tq the Rio Pongas^ 
to .. induce fee Cliiefc to-, permit the -. process .of - otiy 
Courts to attach to white men in their dominions, that 
evidence might be .procured against slave traders. 
wished to -screen Colonel Maxwell, -to restrain him 
from arbitrary acts, to gain him merit, to conciliate 
fie Chiefs, and wean them 'from the .slave trade by 
pupplying their comforts, tor,their produce : this is 
/yv-pd " cympathysing with, slave traders/' this is 
■p.rthorlsbg barbarous invasion of, and merciless de~ 
jnrcdcttQPc in our Allies 5 temtopeo, without which 
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letters,-'which 1 did ridtr’dd'j! fneywere letters long bh« 
lore-’the' public, wlneli KltMleilkstfative-of the .sub** 
jeci oh which I wrote. • 8urely f fchia #as justifiable / but; 
She Directors publish, siy lettorg/written in the -most 
©onfidentisl privacy, v and thisv'wiii'.b.e. considered 
woiiliy of praise$ but Thu&nft to* puss' through '& 
©idea! produced for m f destruction, and to be'jdcl^ 
gdby those very letters— 1 The enraged wiper perishes 
by'bis own venom. ' =■«■--•■'■■ " : 

‘ I leave it to the 'Directors to reflect' on the-’ acts 
they 'have endeavored ; to justify* the. persons, they 
are laboring to promote, and the continued'calamity 
their- interference has caused. - ©elusive .good, -in¬ 
tention cannot excuse the pertmacibuss protection' 
.of depravity. 'Those personages - (who denominate 
themselves ^ the best' benefactors, of . oppressed 
./*•’.Africa/ 1 ), cannot 'be' ignorant 'of the. present 
disturbed '.state of. that' 'Continent'in. and-about • 
Sierra Leone;,. that the.', faithless and -perfidious •- 
disregard of territorial rights, the --plunder, .-and 
destruction of 1 subjects'.and friends, has,roused the 
Chiefs to unite.against Sierra Leone ; , the inhabitants' 
of which place have beers obliged to send a re-? 
mdhsir&nce to the British- ■CjovernifeeRfc; icoiicelvihg 
the white men and their property most perilously 



n 

qixuroftanccd; a deputation from the blade men 
^ arrived in London, complaining of accumulated 
pppreesions, and the harbour of Sierra Leone is 
crowded with slave ships, waiting for adjudication, 
but there is .neither law to redress the settler, nor to 
emancipate the slave. Such is the condition of this 
renowned spot, selected for a display of philanthropy 
and.benevolence; such the effect produced by these 
Celebrated protectors, professers and promisers, after 
twenty-four years of clamour. Had these worthy 
Directors only possessed the authority they desired, 
* from the Gambia to Angola, it is evident, that ca¬ 
lamity would have been heaped on calamity, until 
England’s interference, must have become the bane 
of African happiness; for literally. Upas like, they 
peison every thing salutary within their influence. 

r 12th. Answered already in my reply to the 6th. 

13th. Great names prove nothing. 

14th. Mr. T. insinuates that the Board wished 
“ to conceal (he affair of the 367 Negroes being sold 
“ at Sierra Leone.” I never insinuated any such 
thing, because I knew they could not conceal that 
public sale, however anxiously they might have 
wished it buried in oblivion, for Governor Thomp¬ 
son made it sufficiently notorious ; shortly after his 
arrival! in the Colony; he published the whole trans¬ 
action, and detailed every circumstance to the 
Secretary of State. If the select party would 

•, * See Mr. Macaulay's disinterested letter, pnge 38, Pamphlet, 
page 73. 



73 

employ their influence usefully, they might‘procure 
for those truly concerned for Africa, Captain 
Thompson’s correspondence (while Governor of 
Sierra Leone) with Lord Castlereagh, then Secretary 
of State. Let them print these six long interesting 
letters, not six irrelevant lines; they will then do 
Captain Thompson justice and Africa benefit. The 
interference of the Institution on the sale of the 
187 Slaves at Sierra Leone, does not appear to 
have arisen from a desire to redress the injury to the 
cause, but to secure the profit to their Friend. 

15th. I leave this for Capt. Thompson’s reply. 

16th. There never was a greater combination of 
falsehood and wickedness than is contained in this 
whole paragraph: it quotes a passage from my 
Letter, page 16, Truth'and honor, says Mr. 
Thorpe, were Mr, Thompson’s qualifications,” and 
then the Special Report says, I stigmatize Colonel 
Maxwell as a man “ destitute of truth and honor”-— 
and marl; it as a passage from my public Letter* 
though I never wrote or published any such 
sentence. 

Attempting to make ray conduct appear incon¬ 
sistent, the Directors published a; Letter of mine 
to Colonel Maxwell, dated March, 1813. and six 
extracts from former Letters to the same person, 
all of which are complimentary and friendly ; then 
they continue, " Governor Maxwell on his return 
5 England in September last, deemed it his 



'* duty to prefer grave and serious charges against 
“ Mr. Thorpe; before the Secretary of State for 
V; the Colonial Department; 44 “ for the sake of 
t( peace, and as he conceived for the very existence 
“ of the Cfcdcwy, he was compelled to prefer those 
^ complaints against Mr. Thorpe, which have 
** issued in his dismissal.” To exhibit the vicious* 
ness of this statement, I must produce such does* 
merit* as will prove it one of the most detestable 
fabrications ever published. I never heard of those 
grave. and serious charges, or of any charge being 
preferred against me by Governor Maxwell, or 
arty ptherpeiBOH, and the ostensible cause assigned 
for my dismissal rested on the very reverse of any 
charge being preferred against me, as will appear 
from Mr. Geniburn's Letter, 

1 lived in habits of intimacy and friendship with 
Colonel Maxwell ; for nearly two years he was my 
sole companion, his manners were engaging, and 
bis attention so nhremitted, that every wish was 
anticipated. Was foot bound by politeness to pay 
him every ftatteriiig attention ? The most friendly 
intercourse induced me to give him the best advice: 
to support his administration was my duty, to give 
k praise, my wish; to suffer every thing meritorious 
to be attributed to him, teb mark out saintary con¬ 
duct, and stimulate him to pursue it, my letters prove 
these to have been my only objects. The impropriety 
of his conduct never came before me officially ; hnd 
mo person could presume to relate any thing 'to 
me while in the Colony, injurious to hirrw Major 
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Winkfield once attempted to speak reproachfully 
of him, and to shew me the charges he. was to 
exhibit against Governor Maxwell, on hie arrival in 
England, I suppressed all conversation on the subject 
in the commencement; but the moment I left the 
Colony all restraint vanished, every passion was un* 
bridled, and the most oppressive, injurious and dis¬ 
graceful proceedings took place. 

The people expecting my return hoped for re* 
dress, and held in a state of terror, did not openly 
utter their complaints until they were assured that 
such interest would be exerted in England, as must 
prevent my return ; therefore on Colonel Maxwell's 
leaving the Colony, the Inhabitants forwarded to 
me such charges against the Governor, as they 
expected would have prevented his return; they 
also promised to supply additional charges of as 
much enormity as those transmitted, and they have 
done so, 

I considered the.charges, th« proofs, and the 
declaration that I was not to return; I consulted 
such persons as could give me information, and 
clearly saw there was a firm combination of power 
to prevent me from resuming my situation, lest I 
should be enabled more fully to expose and convict 
the perpetrators of these oppressions. I therefore 
sent the charges against Governor Maxwell to Lord 
Bathurst, almost in the words I had received them, 
with a request that he would transmit them to th# 



'Etlvy '©dUEeEl;’'aiiH Mien days afterwards; serii my 
LeCfei?'' to - IfcWilfeeiforcb, ’to 'be ■ published* • m 
''which $-Mentioned'that : ' fC ‘the calamitous'' accounts 
" C5 'Ti liacl -'recently .'received -from ".Sierra -Leone, 
imperiously'. demanded' from' me'''some v effoitf at 
■ "$id£ : mGiBSFiti”'..' J ; - ' ' ! '■' ' ■ ‘ v'.‘ ‘ •• 

Having thus discharged my duty; I' should 'have 
silently suffered the .whole matter to 'remain with 
tlie 'Secretary 'dFState,- had not 'the little 'Select 
"’PaftyChy enoKhig : their influence; to oppress* and 
. their 1 .'malice to'traduce* ■ forced - the ’ subject • 1 before 
"that' Public* • whose august tribunal can elevateihe 
'highest' or degrade-the greatest,** and : we now stand 
fpr judgment. ' •’ • 5 

' "About the end <of-March* when my'Memorial-to 
the''"ICing: in" : Council - had lain two'months' "un¬ 
answered by"Lord- -Bathurst*- 1- received a-Letter 
from Mr. Goulbura* the under. Secretary of State* 
by Ms Lordship’s directions* ^ containing the.follow- 
• mg 'pisssage -— -'^ '-With.'regard'to ••' theMemorial 
bringing forward "various charges against-the 
' ee ‘'Governor '(Maxwell)-and some subordinate Offi- 
' ' cc 'cers of the Colony* I 'am- to'acquaint''you* -that 
! ** Lord Bathurst, views it with considerable su'r- 
'' ec prize/ whether ; the charges contained in it be 
"ik-ue* or false* it evinces on -your part a-‘most 
' tff ' ‘culpable • dereliction of your public duty* render- 
ragyydu" in' every 'respect-unfit for the-station 
" < tf -ybu have held.- If It be true*-• as- you '.how* state; 



that Governor • Maiwell -•has;, defrauded; the Tfea- 
.«? ismfiof'ihm Country; - ; has. ^’oppressed■•■the inhabit 
■■ tants. of" Sierra .-Leone, • by: illegal- enactions; 'aiiol 
f f ; other -.arbitrary' --.measures; ;• and ;in -some; instances 
•5 V; committed crimes of a iihtist-heinous 'coKJplesion, 
it was clearly your fdutyy;.as; the? first Magistrate 
ff.'df the Ooloiiy>. to' have-'represented- ihese;circuui- 
??. - stances to - Government,:'and' id-:have* given-tlieitt- 
’^./.the opportunity of redressing ~.the'grievances; and’ 
"vpuhishing: the-- offenders*'; ";.so.'fa?^oni':dmng-this] 
you uhavO voeVer:::hmted.;'a£: any: impropriety1 M 
T. Governor; Maxwell’s; conduct for 'adiiimiktratibii^ 
•<? - and since* your; •return,:y6m:have crepeatedly'-hotK- 
* e .' in.. personal' interviews,'' and- u hy letter; expfeste® 
V: tile : highest: opinion:.: of ■ - Governor- • Maxwell's 
ff - 1 general ’ character,- Lnd ’above' all of ^ his- jiidg- 
: ffr -ment and: integrity/ . I. meed'only refer to "your 
f f ': dwii letters - as transmitted -'with your ’ -Memorials 
>Vfor evidence.of-'these,assertions, .Ifon the othe? 
f .' hand the-charges, upon’-enquiry, should 'prove-to 
. " be unfounded,;.your'■ conductin' that-' case, -- is 
ff .-indefensible. - Underlhese circumstances there- 
w fore, /Lord;.- Bathurst- has .'.thought: it his-'"duty * to' 
submit 26 His Royal. Highness'the Prince Regent, 
“) the 'necessity of removing you from .’the situation 
" of Chief- Justice: of the- Colony of Sierra Leone.’® ’' 

'(Signed); ■ 'I-Iekry- Goulbuek;' 

’ -, Bated March : ' . ■ 1815,. - without any 'day of -the 
month,—This..- Letter,.- -1 i answered ' nearly'.: in '-the' 
following-words:v U/: '; ' :/J " - L "*' ■' 



• ** For tit® information of Lord Bathurst, 1 beg 1 
■' ksa^e coucitdy and respectfully to reply, that no- 
f* thisgin the slightest degree connected with those 
f ( Uoigeaevef came before me publicly or officially*, 
n nor wm k possible for me to be acquainted with 
u those gircnmstaneea when in the Colony, as they 
t( : bave nearly ail occurred since my departure from 
f< t,\emce of the few minor circumstances, that did 
ff occur during my residence, the vicious part was 
“ eajefuily concealed from me, therefore I could not 

haw reprewnted to Government matter of which 
“ I had neither knowledge nor proof; it is very 

jgfciy that the subject matter of the charges was 

* derailed to me, and until then 1 had no communi- 
f< cation with those enabled to establish the truth of 
“ £fe#se statements. Complaints were not sent to 
<( me until the Settler* were assured I sever would 
" be aniered to return to the Colony. The little 
cf I did know, I privately labored to have re- 
“ dressed; and as to any thing I have either said 
“ or written, about Colonel Maxwell, I am ready 
“ to shew it was perfectly compatible with the 
“ exhibition of those charges made on the 23d of 
" January last; therefore I am satisfied Lord 
" Bathurst would not submit any proposition to 
"•Uif Royal Highness the Prince Regent, for my 

removal, at least until on enquiry the charges 
tr approved unfounded; but should his Lordship, 
,f by any possibility be induced to make any re- 
ff presentation for my removal, his high sense of 

honor aud justice will induce him io give me 
“ such notice as will enable me to defend my 



** conduct and character before the King in Ceun- 
* c cil. Then it will be known bow Jar l hav# 
« been guilty of a * culpable dereliction of my 
(f public duty,' or my conduct been indefensible. 
< f Bis Lordship would not wish to have any person 
“ condemned untried; he would, not on imaginary 
* r crime, inflict punishment, nor would he desire 
ec to have a person who had relinquished, the 
te practice of his profession, for the service of 
* ( Government, and truthfully discharged the duties 
ec of a Judge for thirteen years, , removed, without 
€i enquiry or remuneration.” 

(Signed) Robert Thorpe. 

Bated March 37th, ISIS. ; 

On the 7th of April, I had the honour of re¬ 
ceiving a Letter from Lord Bathurst, informing 
me that His Royal Highness the Prince Regent 
had revoked my appointment, and nominated Mr, 
Bogan to succeed me. 

There is here no manifestation of charges being 
exhibited against me, and a direct refutation is given 
to the assertion, " that I was dismissed on account 
" of .those complaints which Governor Maxwell 
te was obliged to prefer against me for tlie sake 
“ of peace, and for the very existence of the Colony/' 

The Public must read ivith astonishment this 
Special Report, which for misrepresentation, malig r 
pity, persecution, and fabrication is unexampled. 



It is apparent no impartial investigation hac! 
taken place, but that I was* dismissed for not 
doing that which by no physical possibility I could 
have done ,* therefore it is also clear that Lord 
Bathurst (whose mind was continually occupied 
with a multitude of more important concerns) w as 
deceived with regard to me and my conduct, by a 
continued series of misrepresentations. ■ 

f must call the reader's attention to page 6 of 
my Letter to Mr. Wilberforce, where I write-—; 
“ Did the Directors of the Sierra Leone Company 
** imagine, by blazoning the virtues of those who 
- c seemed "anxious £o exterminate the Slave Trade, 
fC they would prevent their transactions from being 
cc divulged, or if revealed , they could induce this 
xf nation to discredit any authority that might dare 

to give them utterance and beg of him to re¬ 
flect how forcibly the Report has shewn that, they 
bold themselves too high to be reached, and with 
the voice of defamation can blast and wither all be¬ 
neath, that dare to reveal their conduct; but most 
providentially, <f my enemy has written a book/' 
and we are now fully before a tribunal, where 
truth must prevail. 

-l?th. “ Mr. Thorpe charges the institution 
* f with fallaciously representing that the Slave 
ff Trade was diminishing/' and by garbled ex¬ 
tracts from my letters to Colonel Maxwell, the Spe¬ 
cial Report tries to prove me inconsistent, in 
these extracts, 1 state that 1 had crippled the 
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Steve Trade, and that there was an ihteHral itt 
Which it did not appear so bi*iak. This is ail triie ; 
but it did ndt diminish the Slave Trade, for after 
the Portuguese knew my decisions, they confined 
themselves more to Adjuda, Princes, Cabenda, St*’ 
Paul's de Loandes, Nova Rodutida, and St Philip 
Benguila, as places from whence they conceived 
themselves justified in taking Slaves by the Treaty 
of 1810. Thus they safely exported double their 
former numbers, and although their trade was crip¬ 
pled north; it increased south of the Equator. The 
Spaniards also changed their system; they gave 
up large ships, and procured schooners, with Ame¬ 
rican navigators, which Went itl and out of the ri¬ 
vers so expeditiously, that they were seldom cap¬ 
tured, and the business of the Vice Admiralty Court 
was consequently much diminished. 

It is scarcely necessary to arrest the Reader’s 
attention, to the conduct of the composers of this 
Report, in so repeatedly giving extracts from my 
private letters to Colonel Maxwell, or to point out 
the ignominy that must attach to the person who 
retained and furnished them. Contemplate this 
man, while 1 considered myself imbosonied in the 
most friendly security, collecting my confidential 
communications, bundling them to Birchin Lane, 
and hovering about me, like a bijrd of prey, to 
catch the moment for my destruction; most 
happily, tiiey frustrate the malignant design for 
which tiiey were supplied. They manifest with 
vvhat indefatigable zeal I laboured in the cause of 
G 
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f $boBiion; that though m an infirm state of health; 
? Wps determined to return to the Coast, at 
the fiagerd of my life, to sacrifice every comfort, 
fnd even the prosperity of my family, to promote the 
Wise. f neyer promulgated the purport of those 
letters; I never claimed any merit, but ascribed to 
Colonel Maxwell every benefit that arose. Yet 
now that my exertions must be apparent to those 
professors of attachment to Africa^ they combine 
to oppress said/ traduce me, and induce my 
dismissal from that station, in which they prove 
I had done much for the Abolition, and could 
stm have dbne more. If sincere in the cause, they 
toigb* hate toe man, yet love his zeal, and stimulate' 
bis ardour; but every breath must be suppressed, 
that does not fkn their popularity. 

18th. It is real!/ irritating to unfold the de¬ 
ception of this plausible Report, on the subject of 
toe treatment of toe captured negroes. The Di¬ 
rectors begin by referring to the fabricated state¬ 
ment from Mr. Macaulay's relative, as given in the 
Report of the 28th of February, 1810, which I 
exposed, in my answer to that Report. The Special 
Report insists on the difficulty of making arrange¬ 
ments for the disposal of the captured negroes, eight 
years after the regulations should have been set¬ 
tled. Governor Thompson found no difficulty, for 
at the commencement he' placed them on farms,, 
gave them implements for cultivation, some cloth¬ 
ings and agreed: to supply them with rice for a 
year; but after that period they were to subsist by 
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their own exertions. Thus matured from infancy 
\hd stimulated to industry, they fulfilled their 
engagement, and became useful settlers; but from 
the moment Governor Thompson was removed, and 
the partizans of the manager restored, emolument 
succeeded protection, and enlistment, liberation. 

An extract is next given from a letter, without 
ikdme or date, and the public are told it was written 
without any vie& to the present enquiry. This ex-* 
tract points out the settlements of the captured 
negroes, falsely stating that the plan was begun at 
Oabenda, whereas Governor Thompson commenced 
it with the Bambana people, when he placed them 
in Leicester mountain. The Oabenda people fled 
From Freetown, and settled in the mountains; one 
Very excellent settlement has been made at the Hog- 
brook, since I stated the situation of the captured 
negroes, on my arrival in England from Sierra Leone. 
It is also stated in this anonymous letter, that the 

captured negroes get two complete suite Gf Eng* 
*' lish clothes on their landing.'* This is true. 
Since Governor Maxwell turned trader, he has 
supplied them from his own store, and charged as 
high a price to Government as any merchant on the 
coast would have done' Does this benefit appear 
to have been conferred for the comfort of the negro, 
or for the profit of the trade ? as Iteam there was^ 
seventy-five per cent, charged on the article, withot^ 
duty; though affirmed it was to prevent extortion, 
the Governor sold slops. Then it is said I should have 
made minutes in the Council, and protested against 

G % 
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tins evil'. 1 fcm ready to produce Undoubted testis 
tnony that I did every thing ray station would 
allow; that when I arrived in the Colony, I found 
the treatment of the captured negroes was as bad 
as it could have been in the West Indies; that i 
protected them from every oppression in my power,; 
I caused several persons to be prosecuted for un¬ 
mercifully chastising them; I caused the appren¬ 
tices to foe in some measure clothed, and complained 
of their .ill treatment in the hospital. The captured 
negroes could not be instructed, for they were en¬ 
listed or apprenticed; nor could they be settled on 
farms, when the men. and boys were thus disposed 
of. I never complained of proper and voluntary 
enlistments, but assisted .them officially ; had 
the captured negroes been judiciously treated, 
a sufficient supply would have been found 
among them well inclined to serve ; and, 
many, to save punishment directed by the law, 
might have received pardon on becoming soldiers. 
By conciliating the native Chiefs, and establishing 
depdt&on the coast, (as I recommended in my letters 
published by the Directors,) many advantages might 
have been effected; but I could not sanction the 
seizure of the poor ignorant captured negro the 
moment he landed a freeman, nor, their driving a 
terrified Being to the fort, who knew not what was 
said to -Mm, nor what was to become of him, and 
without his feelings, knowledge or consent being 
in the least consulted, making him a soldier for life ! 1 
S could not counteract what an act of parliament 
. seemed to authorise* nor even effejct a melioration... 
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When the African Corps was formed, for 
the purpose of inflicting punishment and restrain¬ 
ing execution, it consisted of four or five compa¬ 
nies, commanded by a lieutenant colonel, and had 
one major; but it was a great object with the princi¬ 
pal officers to increase the corps to eleven com¬ 
panies, by making the captured negroes soldiers; 
for it tlie« became entitled to a colonel, two 
lieutenant colonels, and two majors, and is now 
one ©f the most lucrative regiments in the service. 
Here was rank, patronage and profit acquired at 
the expence of freedom, justice and humanity? 
What could I do to counteract this pernicious sys¬ 
tem ? How could I oppose any arbitrary measures 
in a Council which was composed of the Governor, 
bis Brigade Major, his Secretary, and myself ? It 
was only on points of law that I could interfere, 
and even on such occasions, I was opposed, justice 
frustrated, and my protest not suffered by the Go¬ 
vernor to be entered on the minutes. This I was 
informed of in October, 1814, and having an op?> 
portunity of reading the charge, some time after to 
the Clerk of the Council, then in London, he did 
not deny the fact, but said he was obliged to sub¬ 
mit to power, and has beep promoted, since, for 
Ids subserviency. 

The Special Report then triumphantly states: 
* f The Directors, however, believe that those state- 
ments are unfounded; they have prosecuted 
their enquiries into the subject with much soli- 
i ( pitude, and the only particular instance they 
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" ihavfe been able to discover since the period of 
“ Mr. Thorpe’s arrival in the Colony, is one of 
- which the learned Judge himself appears to have 
f f been guilty. On the 29th, he addressed the fol- 
*■' lowing note to G. Cristy, Esq. of the Royal 
“ African Corps, commanding at Fort Thornton :— 
“ Dear Sir, I beg you will put the three boys, named 
* e Jack, Sabby and Toby, that I send up,to a great 
deal of work aiid very little food, for three months* 
“ for stealing, or being accessary to the thefts of two 
" goats, big in kid."—I remember haying sent two 
goats to the care of three boys, apprenu ■; to Mr. 
Craig, which were stolen by them, or with their 
connivance, from them; and would these merciful 
and judicious Directors have considered it more 
correct, had I caused those boys, to have been com¬ 
mitted to gaol, , where they would have been im¬ 
mured for months, tried by persons without any 
knowledge of criminal law, made liable to severe 
punishment, and have entailed heavy expence on 
the Colony. It was necessary to deter them 
from continuing this conduct, and it is pro¬ 
bable I wrote such a note (as the Directors have 
liberally published,) with the boys sent to, 
lieutenant Cristy. It is now to be considered, 
that the only place of confinement or punish¬ 
ment we had in the Colony, was a small house, 
containing four rooms, therefore, while the fort 
was repairing, we made it a kind of penitentiary 
place for sending pilfering boys and abandoned 
girls to work, by carrying earth in a box to the 
ramparts; and as they considered that disgraceful. 
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1 do not imagine those wise and benevolent Direc* 
tors could have devised a better and less expensive 
mode of preventing a repetition of thefts or persist¬ 
ence in wanton profligacy. The boys remained in. 
the fort a few days, with less -work and less food, 
perhaps, than they would have had at home, and 
were liberated on application of their master. 

Having ever maintained the tf Justum et 
rff tenacem propositi virum,” the Directors may 
bring forth every line i have written, and every 
’Commitment I have made; but they expect to 
slip through a heavy charge, by producing a note 
of mine, written in intimacy to an officer, who 
could not be treated as a gaoler, purloined from bis 
bureau, and published above three years after his 
death, to distort lenity, into oppression. 

Concerning the enlistment of captured negroes, 
the Directors refer to a letter of mine, which they 
publish in the Appendix to the Report This does 
not shew any repugnance in me to the enlistment 
of blacks correctly ; but, on the contrary, proposes a 
plan, by which we could obtain a superabundance 
of black soldiers voluntarily. The system they 
support were seizing the slaves of our allies’, who had 
many prospects of redemption, (jf they had not 
been captured.) and making them serve us invo¬ 
luntarily for life, without a hope of liberation, ex¬ 
cept by death. The system I proposed would have 
produced voluntary enlistment, and insured na¬ 
tional advantage, without perfidy and disgrace. 
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. The Report proceeds. “ The Directors witf 
" advert to one of Mr. Thorpes charges, which i$ 
ft made, particularly prominent.” “ The women 
' f and girls were selected for the basest purposes 
and from a note o|“ mine they add, the conduct of 
*' those high in office, with respect to the captured 
*' negro girls, is now under consideration, af- 
*' luding, as the Directors presume, to some conn- 
ter charges which Mr. T. thought proper to pre- 
fer against Goyernqr Maxwell. Directors 

* e have taken pains tq investigate this very serious 
imputation, hut they have hitherto met with no 
evidence, either oral or documentary, to support 
it.” Let any person interested in the cause, only 
reflect op the statement | have mgde concerning 
our treatment of the captured negroes, as contained 
in pages 23, 24 and 25 of my Letter to Mr. Wil r 
beiforce; the injustice, inhumanity and national 
disgrace it exposes: yet those gentlemen, of unpa¬ 
ralleled excellence, conceive it sufficient to assure 
the public, th§y have investigated this serious im- 
t( putation, and flfld nether oral nor documentary 
" evidence to support it.” Very probable, be¬ 
cause they never sought for g credible witness, nor 
a satisfactory document to examine; if they could 
have procured p scintillation of proof to have 
refuted my statement, would it not have been held 
forth most conspicuously ? This alone demonstrates 
that there is nothing too base for palliation, no¬ 
thing too disgraceful for defence, every thing 
estimable may be sacrificed, if they are sup¬ 
ported, and their system preserved; but with co\y* 
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tinned profession they declare, <f they are anxious 
y every abuseshould.be guarded against, and every 
y charge of misconduct vigorously investigated, 
iC and, if well founded, severely punished/’ though 
they never would institute any enquiry that could 
induce truth. However, I have the pleasure-to in¬ 
form those anxious Directors, that the charges pre¬ 
ferred by me, with large additions, are in a train 
for public investigation. This may serve as a timely 
notice to prepare all such charges as they have an¬ 
ticipated, and all such as they can fabricate against 
me. I will joyfully hail their appearance, for f 
shall ultimately fmd justice, unless she is entombed 
in England. 

19th. In my representation of the state of morals 
at Sierra Leone, the Directors admit “ there is 
■“ much truth.” Thus these moral and religious 
men, with their wondrous promises, after possess¬ 
ing a few acres in Africa for twenty-three years, 
cannot deny that they have rendered it more de¬ 
praved than any other spot on that continent ; 
** but they cannot help entertaining some doubts 
•“ whether the example of even Mr. Thorpe him- 
self was particularly calculated to diminish the 
evil/* How detestable these vicious insinuations 
must make them appear to every amiable and li¬ 
beral mind ! I have said enough before to disgrace 
them for this insinuation, as vicious, as false, and 
I. will not speak of myself, unless compelled. It is 
disgusti:-“ to find those people assert with reiterat¬ 
ed assertion, and expose their assertion ever sq 
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eteslyi they; acSeiffc ,tfeo 

z?>ezzmple&-effrontery-; .- proof:--they ■ dep&catey anti 
LiycsfcjgatSoa -they resist ; Ixiilf-tkey ever hove’Ibb 
Siardihoodto come foiv/&Fd''¥?itIiany thing iangibM, 

• (for € cellist luL-isde saCre’ ;cf myself iafo this re® 
p%),ir w?*l -produce -each prasfof my ezsoftso&s to 
restore, these moral pEtzcipbs, - which tfeedepr&vitj? 

■ of thpfe*.system -tel ‘eqieEsd, lend them -With • 

• reproach.:. After •emerging. -inSo;' MetliodisM'." Ih6 

whole cemimmity* -.and^^eralising the'Sets;!em~fey 
She' Impiety ■ of their. tenets, thederPtintaiig :vilify:eyerjr 
1 person who will- sot; become- a paily bigot* a popu% 
Isptf'^egioti-- and:a.secj^rl^-.'fefiL'atiisu; = ••.. *'-‘ ■• 

£0ih.. •-' The backward state of cultivation the 

■ .Birectors ; attdb&t&-40' -the - Militia- law. because "it 
■imw, (h^ Marcoiic-froai- tile Colony* -ana nest-make 

the -^.aEserof its b.emg-j»ass.s3;' list it -beifemeiA- 
bere$>.4te<-A<et to which 'iliey. a*fed'e was enacted'is 
., IBIfl* twenty ‘years after -the Colony came'tinder 
•ffcfee managemsatof these ;emrient Pirectors* ‘first In 
-SheCompany's'tiai©* -and aterwaMsraider fe-In* 
istittition.; therefore their inattentioncultivation 
for. twenty years* to' '-confessed,- '$how I .shalfeex* 
amine tlielr. truth: 'and--liberality in :declaring4hfe 
Militia -Act to be an offspring of mine. • Governor 
- ■ Maxwell-informed me lie' wished'a Militia law' to- be 
drawn* and sent .Mr, --Hamilton*" - the acting Al^ 
Soiney <Seneral* for. insteictiosis. • • 1 gave him 4h6 
iLocal Militia Act of England* and desired him ■ iq 
: pmlce-,that-his precedent.; fee did to*-and carried it 
to the'- Qowmm who'- striich"from ffee-manuscript, 



til ®...meliorating •• clauses* arid- .gave inefeuctos .13 
writing, that all personp from -thirteen 1 © Pisty 
should, be enrolled -and. that- ^11 persons nofren* 
rolled should be'considered out -of the protection 
^ pf the ■ law;” which-lie' added, was the v French 
-piode/ and better than ours,. ‘Mr. 'Hamilton brought 
|o/.me .the/original .manuscript,'' the. Governor’s In? 
Mructions,: and Bill drawn as-directed.; -1 ;cpfajtei' 
/three ©rloirof the principal-geuflemett of the'Co? 
lony, a’nd asked their opinion of the . Bill .^s 'altered 
)by - the Governor | they, agreed with -me,- and said 
.. ;it:_ ,.woMl#..lb'e, very objectionable;-in that • form* 
-expostulated' .-wiih-i- thr- - ,GovernorM = ; an:* 
swered," ;i ^ ii'was a .Military law/ : $ind diy that 
subject he was' .the' 'best judge and it" was 
passed in.,4he form' -he. 'hadprescribed.' • .When'll 

■ •became a--law, I did nQ$.-conpider>it correct:tp : yie!4 
• te^ftUy'to : a-daBfiour, -sauj- WM'nr this M^o'oias'Jpe* 
;.listed it, S 'Went'publicly sind'sp'okp to them; $ 
; yhen conversed, 'with /pome' of "them "4t my -.own 

■ Jtouse, .and was, the.-means. ■;of.. inducra^;.at least 
•twelve'of-the fmcipal-families to-yemaistj audouSefc 

■ themselves : to; be enrolled.'woM’d by -degrees 
!bave. reconciled them' all. Mi Governor Maxwell 

■. published a ?pcst.. violent Prbd$ifia$iQ» * in,' thp 

■ iP. «* '-George the Third, fry the Cfrace of Gcd^of^reat Britain 

^■•’srid*Irciljsnd,'King/-&c.- ! &c* >. .• • 

■ . ' ; * £ ' A'BadCLAMATIO'N,. ' . 

I 4 - Whereas, we, have hitherto forborne carrying into' effect 
.. $? the penalty consequent to refusal of. the oath prescribed 
f by an Agt of oyr GoyrtmQr arwI.C’puiicji.of this -om- (go* 




• wittait-'tay •.advice,- eonseaS, of emu- 
•ImowFedge/ •'•wiiick drove the -Maroons from .tlie- 

f - hny^ bearing;dote the 20th .day.ojf-Noventber, 1.8X1, unde? 
?*' the: ides, that th<& whole of the inhabitants affected thereby 
?*•'would-return to a proper'sense of their duty; and this for- 
3f ‘ UsaKince,’'instead of producing those salutary effects, which 
u : wo.khpad'would-result from, it, has, •on the contrary, tnado 
K. emneons'iinpisssions on many c.: We.haye..th 0 refore s : by.and 
?? %ith:’|hc ..advice- of giu’. Captain General and Governor 
Chief, and also, with the advice;of our Council for this our 
Colony^ 'tbbughtffe to issue this opr Royal Proclamation, tp 
“ypabllsh and-declare, 'that fbi* the - immediate safety as well ss 
#:‘ future - security of- • this infant,-Colony,--all persons coming 
limits of the aforesaid .Act, or between the,ages 
f .of thirteen $nd -sisty, ..who. by .refusing to take the said 3%» 
'litis oath, have'set an example of disaffection and insubor- 
■.^•'dlnatioff'i©their 1 'children : Und apprentices, have forfeited 
right and title to , alt and every-species of property,, 
^whether, moveable'..or. Immoveable, and.-are hereby,, agree- 
-ably to-the firs£'nnd secopd sections of the sajd Act, declared 
^'outlaws'. That indulgou.ee, which we grunted them from 
^■'-■motives of'humanity, and which they 'have notVad either 
144; gratitude' tb" appreciate,' "or thankfulness - to acknowledge;, 
draws-fdst ito a^Iose.-^Know-therefore,'that as soon as the 
drains are well: over, or,on theJOtlr of November next ensuing, 
it,is our will and pleasure,, that every person coming within 
*.* the’operation of the Militia Act, and persisting in refusal to 
'w : 'cbhfor»?' to this' or any other law by which' our subjects 'are 
“ governed,*shall-cease>tb-\be residents in*any part ofthcr penin*. 
“ sola of Sierra ' Leone. In conformity, however, with that 

# moderation which has. guided.. us in every measure of the 

“ Government pf this pur Colony, and which by some may 
ei have been ascribed to, timidity, we, are pleased to declare 
4 ‘ that the Princess Charlotte, or some other of our vessels^. 
** shall convey, to whatever part of the coast, in the neighbour^ 
* c hood they may point out, such people, witL) their families,, 
^’■as^c dissatisfied with c§r kiws# ' : *' 
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(Delonyj -theli* houses -and ;pj?6peFa;y-'-v/erei-t!fieR sea®* 
ed'iipOT'' in -the ISiiig’s name,- and niaihedwidli 
broad arrow. • I.learn Governor Maxwell convert- 
ed some of them io hU'om me,; ‘One jmkmm £ 
sliall'relate/as . detailed- to'. me by:good authority s 
(governor Maxwell ordered,the house Oi a Maids®, 
aarned Herbpft-Janrati -to' be -sold; andptohasad' 

' at himself'S m?: one r hunted;’and-seven pounds,.'jfa 
sister'of Jarrat; offered;the-'-money it*was sold.for $ 
but he retained", the- purchase,. and ordered - som©* 
of the 'African' Oorp®-’ who- were- mechanics ’to..pit 
the house into repair,afterwhich-he mM4i to;$3p-' 
vertixnent “for live .hundred -^pounds, and^ receive?! 
bills on the Treasury, for'the amount. There' an/ 
persons now■ in ibondon who can attest-what -I.hav© 
.said 1 respecting' the - Militia Act' and the purchase) 
and sale’of Jarr&t’s bouse* / ’ ....; • 

'' The Special -Report! proceeds, “ Mad it not bee'ia 
u for-the moderation-'and .forbearance.,of Governor 
v -Maxwell,-, these .violent! counsels of Mr, Thorpe 
ce might- have produced the most ;calasnitouS'Conse^ 
« quences, by pursuing a more lenient course ' 

’ ee tiers were reclaimed to-.their duty, returned to .the 
iff colony; and .resinned,.their farms, but not until; a. 

■ a * month • or two . after Mr.. Thorpe had. quitted ^ iV f 

a' Witness his Excellency Charles William Maxwell, Captain 
«*, General, and Governor in'Chief in ‘andover pur^ofony of 
a Siefra Leone, Chancellor Ordinary and Vice Admiral .of tfc® 
as' same, at Freetown, the 26th day of September; in the yeas? 
a of our Lord 1812,' and in tbs 52d of our Reign, ., . 

/ '« Gop save Til® KlV0* w .... 
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Wfiat wiil the Directors say, when the public are 
assured, that there has been a deputation from thd 
Maroons in London for three months past, whose de¬ 
clared object is to Complain against the oppressive 
proceedings of Governor Maxwell, and if they ar£ 
hot redressed, they declare it to be their intention td 
abandon the colony of Sierra Leone and return to 
Jamaica, or to emigrate to the Boolam shore : they 
have also declared, that if Colonel Maxwell shall be 
permitted to return as Govemor to Sierra Leonfe, that 
they will leave the colony as it is not possible to en¬ 
joy the blessings of English Law, under his arbitrary 
government; such is the substance Of their complaints. 

This is the develdpemcnt of what the Direc¬ 
tors term Colonel Maxwell's te moderation, forbear- 
* e ance, and lenient course for conciliation,” and the 
result of " my violent counsels Which produced the 
« most calamitous consequencesbut With their 
accustomed veracity, they declare Colonel Maxwell, 
in a month or two after my departure from lufe co¬ 
lony, had induced the Maroons “ to return and ie- 
tr sume their farms,” this is publicly made above two 
years after I had left the colony, and one month after 
this declaration, a deputation arrives from the Ma¬ 
roons, to assure the British Government that they' 
Would rather relinquish every comfort, their industry 
for fourteen years had created, than remain under 
Colonel Maxwell. The truth is literally this, from the 
moment Governor Maxwell would pass the Act, I la¬ 
boured to sooth and reconcile the Maroons to it, and 
was provoked at their not placing more implicit reli¬ 
ance on my construction; but previous to thei rleav- 
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log; the Colony, I sent confidentially one of the lead¬ 
ing men to their active Chief, with such a communica¬ 
tion as I considered would hate changed their inten¬ 
tion ; to this I received no reply, and finding them so 
obstinate and violent, I might have written such a 
letter as the Directors have vindictively and uselessly 
published es mine, but the message was not deliver¬ 
ed, my confidence betrayed, and the benefit prevented. 

The Act might hate been palliated, but the arbi¬ 
trary proclamation in the King’s name, with the des¬ 
potic cortyertioft of property for private emolument, 
is consigned for approbation and applause to those 
Directors, whose Manager it was openly asserted 
in the Colony, had pledged himself to carry the 
Governor safely through eveiy action p then after 
imboldening atrocity, with the confidence of impu¬ 
nity ; the most nefarious statements are made tar 
Smother inquiry, and the most malignant falsehoods 
published, to crush the upholders of truth.—I wish f 
could separate the'innocent from the guilty, but it is the 
manager’s art to mix great names in such a manner 
as to render it impossible. Their quiver is empty, 
and the arrows have recoiled upon themselves. 

21st. Here for the fourth time they have at¬ 
tempted to insinuate, I could know little from having 
.resided only twenty-one months in the colony. I have 
to refer to what I have answered on this accusation 
In the commencement of the Reply, and to add that 

saw the depositions ot iicariy hundred slave 
traders, c^versed with tbe most intelligent of them. 
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afcd read the private correspondence of thousands froid 
the coast of Africa to the Brazils, and from the BtUzils 
to the coasts detailing the most minute circumstanced 
concerning the. trade in both continents: I have vi¬ 
sited almost every considerable settlement from Sene¬ 
gal to Anuobona, south of the equator; and the Di¬ 
rector^ will admit I have not behn inattentive to the 
Subjects ince my return; therefore, although I haH 
been for seven years and a half incessantly drawing, 
from eVery source I could discover, all possible in¬ 
formation that could attach to the colony, the western 
coast of Africa in general, and the slave trade in 
particular, yet I cannot communicate any species of 
intelligence that might be important; but an inte¬ 
rested trader, who has only been at Sierra Leone 
once for about two years, twenty years since, and 
know's nothing of any other part of Africa, or the 
Slave Trade, can alone inform all England, generally, 
particularly, and correctly on all African subjects 1 

The Special Report proceeds, “ In opposition to 
“ the testimony of almost every other individual that 
“ has known Sierra Leone, Mr. T. states, that net- 

Ihinghss been effected or even attempted in civ?- 
" lization, either by the Sierra Leone Company, the 
“ African Institution, or servants of his Majesty.” 
Here they choose to mi# themselves with the servants 
of the Crown, and assert that I had done the same, 
though I had never mentioned the servants of the 
Crown ; and they speak of “ the testimony of almost 
s ‘ every individual that knew Sierra Leone,” but 
carefully avoid any names, like the fabricated letter 
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tfiey produce, as ce written without any view to the 
« present enquiry.” I have defied them to bring 
forth a credible witness, who could declare that the 
Sierra Leone Company, or African Institution, had 
ever effected or attempted any thing* beneficial to¬ 
wards civilizing Africa. They go on, <{ In addi- 
" tion to any attempts which have been made by 
the African Institution in the work of direct in* 
" strUction, much has been effected by the Church 
■ f Missionary Society,” They have confessed al¬ 
ready that the African Institution attempted nothing 
in education. Until they sent out Mr. Sutherland, a 
few months ago, as a school-master, and now write ir¬ 
relevantly as to what other Societies are beneficially 
doing, hoping to attract a little for the African 
Institution. As to the Church Missionary Society, 
I never intimated any thing derogatory to their ex¬ 
ertions; but, on the contrary, have applauded their 
efforts in education. Exultingly the Directors ex¬ 
claim, “ If the great bar to African civilization be 
" the Slave Trade, then they flatter themselves 
<c they have attempted much for Africa.” I have 
shewn in pages 30 and 51 of my Letter to Mr. Wil- 
berforce, how little the abolition of the Slave Trade 
had been promoted ; now I will shew how much it 
has been injured by their efforts, and leave it for the 
public to pronounce how much (C they flatter them- 
selves,” in expecting to continue this delusion 
much longer. 

22ii _ “ Mr, T. erks why the Institution did net 

** labor to have the Slave Trade pronounced a vioia- 

H 
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“ tion of the law of nature and nations by $he Eu- 
" ropean Powers assembled in Congress ?” Then 
they-answer for themselves, Did they not dp so?" 

| answer, they did make an ostentatious display of 
exertion; but it was done so injudiciously and inju¬ 
riously, as to leaye their object doubtful; for I have 
already shewn, that whenever universal Abolition is 
attained, the trader’s profit at Sierra Leone must 
diminish^ and the popularity plaything evapo¬ 
rate, 

The directors ask, <e by Whom was the example 
“ first sat of calling meetings to petition the 
tc Legislature, ami by whom was the expence 
" chiefly borne ? The African Institotionv” ftow 
with great respect for many persons who assisted in 
casing the meeting, at Freemasons’ Hall, I must de¬ 
clare that I should ha ve considered public meetings 
hi ail the counties and great towns in Great Britain, 
regularly convened, more correct and dignified: 
I did view that meeting, as improper and degrad¬ 
ing. The managing Director of the African In¬ 
stitution became master of the ceremonies at‘Frees' 
masons 7 'Tavern; he ordered the most distinguished 
personages in the kingdom to public exhibition ; he 
had the Resolutions settled, the proposer and se¬ 
conder called forth, and the moment this ceremony 
was over, the assembly broke up. After collecting 
many petitions, they get the opinion of England on 
the Slave Trade laid before the Congress, without 
haying established any foundation for its good recep¬ 
tion The Sovereign ’Powers assembled, knew 
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Cxreat Britain had abolished the Slave Tfade herself % 
and now she called on them to make all other nation* 
do the same; this must naturally have appeared a 
strong measure, to control independent kingdoms; 
in what they considered a legitimate trade; they 
hesitated, and concluded that they would exercise 
a great extent of power, by resolving it should 
expire in eight year3, which was continuing it fof 
three years and a half beyond the time Lord Cas-f 
tlereagh had settled with France. Now Task every 
impartial person, if a great diplomatic document had 
been ably drawn up, proving the Slave Trade “ to be 
“ illegitimate, as it was a violation of the law of 
“ nature and nations ; that each individual nation in 
“ bound to contribute to the prosperity and perfect 
“ tion of all the others”—“ that no one nation 
u should hinder another from attaining the ends of 
“ civil society, or render her incapable of attaining 
“it, which general principle forbids nations to 
“ practise any evil manoeuvres, lending to create 
“ disturbances in another state, to foment discord, to 
w corrupt its people, or deprive them of natural ad* 
“ vantages ; u and lastly, “ that it is the duty of so* 
“ vereigns to chastise nations which are guilty of 
“ enormous transgressions against the Law of 
“ Nature”—Whether Such a manifesto, would hot 
have laid the foundation of a combined protest against 
this abhorred traffic, and made it imperative on the 
assembled Sovereigns to have annihilated the trade it 
lit is natural to conclude, that When Great Britain 
had pledged Fiance by treaty to aid her in the uni** 
versa! suppression of the trade ip five years, &at 
K * 
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these itvo pre-eminent Powers must haver effected ii',; 
as Spain and Portugal alone persisted in this inhu¬ 
man traffic; whereas, it is now postponed for eight 
years by the ill-judged application to Congress, 
which arose from the improper tavern meetings con¬ 
vened for popularity. 

. Surely then if the Institution proclaim themselves 
the promoters of this application in such an impro¬ 
vident manner, they must admit themselves to be 
the authors of the procrastination of an universal 
abolition of the Slave Trade; yet they tell the na¬ 
tion they ard bearing every expense, and constitute 
the main spring by which every effort for universal 
Abolition is set in motion. Are these continued pro¬ 
fessions to excuse continued injury ? Can a declara¬ 
tion of pure motives, excuse profuse expenditure; 
and shall delusive good intention, excuse presump¬ 
tion? 

, The Directors- also tell the public,, that Lord 
Castiereagh will not scruple to admit that his 
cf efforts were in no small degree assisted by com- 
«. munications from members of the Board”—when 
the documents and admissions come forth, they will 
receive full credit l 

. 23rd. They transcribe a page and a quarter of 
my-.Pamphlet,, beginning with, “ I have no time 
« for condensation/’ arid then they declare,now 
the feet is, that Mr^ Thorpe had made almost 
all the charges contained in his Pamphlet above- 
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a year before, though lie now complains of-. 
'• not having time for condensation.” I sup¬ 
pose they allude to the marginal notes I wa# 
importuned to make in seven of their delusive and* 
fallacious Reports, for this was all I ever wrote to 
them, and as to my possessing the information 
before I wrote, no one -will -doubt -that; but, I can 
solemnly declare I never thought of publishing a 
Letter to Mr. Wilberforce, collected materials, or 
arranged an argument on the subject it-contains, 
until December last; besides my allusions to the In¬ 
stitution do not exceed twenty pages of the Pamphlet. 
Then they say, “ Mr. Thorpe admits a Committee 
u was appointed to enquire into these charges.” I 
Rever admitted any such thing, for the Committee 
was appointed before I gave any information, and the 
examination of myself and Messrs. Hamilton, Van- 
neck, and Nicol was over before I returned their 
seven Reports, with my remarks upon them. Afc 
last they make this extraordinary assertion, the 
“ result of the -examination was the falsification of 
" the charges of Mr. Thorpe, by Messrs. Hamii- 
<f ton, Vanneck, and Nicol, and a Report 4n unison 
“ with that now made.” I will undertake to sayy 
that Messrs. Hamilton, Vanneck, and Nicol wrll 
declare, first, that the examination was an ex parte 
enquiry, and incapable of producing any full and 
explicit account of the real state -of Sierra Leone; 
secondly, that they never had falsified every charge, 
jo r any charge I had made, for they overheard much 
of my examination, and 1 shewed to them my re- 
jfturky . 01 ? the African Reports, with -which they 



cgres'd^feefcra S'benttkem.tp the Cbrnmite, nor ® 
hear an observation from: theta on 'Africa.--that 
\7QD not coincident'with, my Own, and we have.'Jbad 
vOiions: .coiiyei’satio.ns oif-the subject, How, let the 
', Afiican-'.lnstitiition. produce 'their evidence, obtain 
• the signatures' bf those.. gentlemen* acknowledging 
wnat lhey- protee' febe correct, compare tbe .m- 
denc©-4vitb : the charges ■!• have made, and thus shew 
llm falsification •: it will not cost them any thing, £o$ 
tfeeyliavQ • clerffr;' to copy,: paper- and' printing all 
liberally .paid from : the poor box, constituted, forth© 
cwiligation. and" tiapplnbcs. of Africa, and if-'.they 
cloabteotahlish'tMo'assertion/"they must fee:const-? 

' dere'4 asrpiremcdiMted imposes - on national credu* 
gfy, to .bear-down an individual'wild feds dared £q 
Uphold truth in'defiance of fabrication.... ; _ 

*, be, Directors ’ 'conclude- * tfeeif' answer;' Id. ".my 
dlmrgss.'By the. . r oM. recrimination, 5 'of my feeing 
: ■■**' indifferent, - and' even. hostile; to .'the - 'cause, of 

Africa hut my publications, 'and'the conduct 
manifested hy$i©' letters' fef .mine' wMofe they, have 
- pointed, 'establish .-not'--only my professions hut. "my 
actions, these'will **-pl^d trpnpefc toughed* dgain$$ 
(km fe 62 itemptifeledExiniptiQS|s;'' : 

■ Slaving now. Broken" dowsf the rotten randies of 
:. tjhis*. popularity ladder, qnr which the little select 
party have ascended tosittfehi'mndese^d elevation, I 
gfepe' they' iVillin future obtain :sdmd .sounder footing, 

■ fey which 0 .the sincerity of. their. promises maybe. 
; grayest feytfeA geneits.^lieyxoiifer, and fie.purity. 
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.ia£ Sieir 'motives established-by .'the '.^edutioEycf 
ihei?professions. /■' - 

The. Special Report 'gives'nearly. sis: pages-of 
panegyric; oe Blr. "WiIBeffor.ee and Ms*. Macaulay, 

■ piea; ‘composed, I- conceits, yery. incongruous 
materials* however itHsihdr insliieiiio ^is ttiem? 
alie succulent wy will entwine about the oak, but 
let them'reflect, its embrace is deadly i .. 

-Mr. Clarkson's History of the AboUdod-Mr. 

' Wilbelfoisce'e Letter to. Prince' Talleyrand, and my 
' cpsply'tb Mr.'Macaulay will refute all that is said iia 
’ :t|ioge sis. pages. .. 

The Reporter having sharpened bis uimlencd 
towards the conclndop, speaks - of" my 1 , remark- 
••' '‘fTable_fcegarchof .candour, ..of ; my 'flipp$hi : ma- 
«dignity, that; my ^accusations.. are. m' senseless ;& 
<< false, and that the 'Bir^ctora .feel- the-highest ss- 
< e tomshhient at- theeirontery of. the libeler^* this 
"might ornament tW'bureaa 'b£ iDavo&s^ though it 
disgi’aeefe 1 the Institution; why not:prosecute* this 
libeller, the African Poor .Bos w®hM pay the 
pense, and it would constitets as hoiiorabledn item 
as.many, others jh the.accouhi, Shrery one • #ho has 
"&vp£; 'lead- their Special Report will acknowledge 
. they would prosecute if they could, with" Impuiiity, 
gmd-when assertion'- constitutes proof, and'-malignity. 
' law, they will ; but .vicioiisness' is ■■■cowardly,; -and 
■' wtoe there'is danger, it is .difSgijlt to animate,; v 
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; ;' : e [, they console ’then**- 

Cf selves that this exposition--of the series of pro-f 
"■■ceesdipgs in Africa, will set the question, at rest 
with all those whose ropiliioE-is worthy of regard* 

6C /will increase ?tbe.-public attention to'-their into* 

" resting* cause,.and - "enable tkeniioprosecutethein 
coarse with more-vigour.and effect.*' 1 

The public will ’ now see,.- tliat iieitlier the'-Conn 
pany nor Institution have done one beneficial act 
for "Africa,.’ that npfc;_a profession ■ or' a'promise has 
fce'en.l fulfilled,. but : that: they have •' committed great 
mischief : by'interfering with the law/' the ministers, 
the congress,/the: natives of Africa, and the 'Colony 
of' Sierra Leones .that their whole pursuit has been. 
popularity; .they declare they, are .bestowing'every 
(somfoii on Africa/ whilethey are increasing her ea~. 

■ lamiiies, and 'they promote, augment the profit, and 
gain employment for the' very beings who li^ve niir- 
tilted the:'Slave' Trade,-.'defeated' benevolence, /ehA 
tailedmisery on-Africa, and'disgrace 'on-England; 
lastly, they have- traduced .those’'persons by whose,. 
. -information, integrity; truth, and- Unbiassed "zeal in . 
■the cause of Abolition and Africa,'England-would' 
learn.the real, state of the trade, the*.true cohdi- / 
tion of that' Continent; ".and develops the'delusions, 
•practised by themselves for twenty-four years ; yet 
to; continue r their fallacies/ and' retain their popular 
siCyythby/;unbliishingly 1 demand' fresh supplies of. 
■immegko emM&them to prosecute this.course 
ftior'e■.vigour, mid effect^ * ... . - 
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• °irhe Directors-■ acknowledge .they have.-receiyeS . 
{nearly-ten : thousand pounds for 'benefiting: -Africa^ 
•and they- cannot produce one instance of .their even; 
attempting • any'■ thing serviceable, until- :this year,, 
when they sent out a schc’ol-Kiasteiv after 1 the greats :• 

est-possibiej.exposure, of -their -fallacy and'delusion 

about schools.. ^heir>own;acc6unts; will.shew.ilteip, 
useless, profuse, • and unwamntable expenditure of 
the subscription money.;- via.. ^-lot. Clerks . 

©o' they .'civilize 'Africa . 2nd.-;Porterage, -.car^ 
ft riageof Reports, Rent, JDoes- this - 

civilise Africa ? 3rd. ■-T Insertions in-. Newspapera*; 
f« £2&V 3 - This is 'not for. African civilization^'but 
for institution ostentation. , 4th. J ? , Printing. Re^ 
>* .ports.£1196.” ' Did. those productions' ; jByerbe-=, 
•nefit any person hut.Mr. S. Macaulay.? they are 
baits to.catch.agencies, and.puff' employers.; --Sth. 
f^&ipting.Tracts 'in', foreign- .language^ .£660.? 
mere ostentation!. 6tk /f.'Espences of . Paul Culea; 
.rescuing a. free man, and sending back natives”«?==». 
these Jast items might have'eost something, but not - 

7th, f \ Education .of African. youths-for 
«-echootmasters ” It has been proved-how., 
little they have done on the head of education,, but 
£jl%% was useful to partisans. 8th. st Seeds for Sierra, 
«r Leone ,£499.” a rotten job, : 9th. " Law Proceeds 
^ing?^7&S” .■ Did - this- 'benefit Africa? .'mere- o& 
Mentation and persecution, ■ 10th,. ■ ■ Pieces of Plate ■ 
* e , .and 'Prenjium Macaulaymightilmy©. 
-benefited.by these-=-not Africa. . 11th. " Expences 
.ff -of Petitions:. i>!865.”' These could have been , 

pnSitutionalj^tiiQuttexpense, and from 
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the injudicious way they were managed, the Slave 
Trade was extended for three years and a half, and 
the Poor Box plundered—was this for the civiliza- 
tion of Africa? Jn the whole account nothing 
/appears to have been db«e towards benefiting or 
civilizing Africa, fbr which the money was sub¬ 
scribed, but educating a few boys, and sending a 
few natives back to their country, on which perhaps 
-C200 might have been expended usefully, and, on 
the other side, the incalculable mischiefs they have 
accumulated ofi that unhappy Continent; and the 
immoderate expence heaped on England is deplor¬ 
able, yet the Reporter asks for fresh fbnds, and 
increased confidence to augment calamity and con¬ 
tinue popularity.' 


In page 137, fhn Directors express their annoy¬ 
ance at my callingfor " open, fair, and full enquiry/’ 
and they ask who Mr. Thorpe is, that claims all 
iC this attention from the World, and demands public 
enquiry.”' To say who I am might be ostenta¬ 
tion, to say who I am not, might point strongly 
who the enquirer was, I shall quietly answer, that 
having been appointed to a professional station, 
which obliged me to attend to the Abolition, to 
Africa in general, and Sierra Leone in particular, 
I fom ’ the one, little advanced, the other not im¬ 
proved, and the last vitiated ; every evil arising out 
of the. very source that advancement, happiness, 
and improvement was promised to flow from; 1 read 
the African Institution Reports, and perceived the 
members of that Society considered themselves a§ 
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the chief Directors iiy every thing concerning Afri¬ 
ca, and from local experience judged they must 
have been egregiously deceived, as. their Represen¬ 
tations were diametrically opposed to truth. 

Justice, humanity, the faithful discharge of my 
duty, and respect for the great characters in the Insti¬ 
tution, obliged me to develope the deception; the 
door of office was locked, the anti-chamber of the In¬ 
stitution was occupied by interest, 1 was driven to 
public appeal, I requested investigation to establish 
where I was right, and correct where I was wrong; 
this was denied me by the Institution. But involun¬ 
tarily produced by their attempts at defence, and 
by the ostentation of their defenders, much im¬ 
provement has taken place, already has the law 
been considered; the captured negro, from unre¬ 
warded servitude, has been placed in a progressive 
state of civilization; the slave has become a farmer, 
and the prostitute admitted to instruction; the native 
chieftain will no longer be insulted, nor his subject* 
torn from his protection; the settlers have been 
Restored to their families, their properties, and to 
British law, those who were illegally convicted have 
been pardoned, and unjustifiable condemnations 
have been reversed, the British character has been 
Rescued, the public money wrested from depreda¬ 
tion, and the depredators removed; almost every 
desirable object has been effected; enquiry was vi¬ 
gorously advancing, while it was ineffectually 
endeavoured to be retarded. The Abolition cause, 
has been served: the highly distinguished charac¬ 
ters in the Institution have been a little separated 
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from. those deserving 1 reproach, and the mercenary 
debaters have sunk to their original insignificance; 
the public will determines whether I am deserving of 
censure or praise for having claimed their attention, 
and whether I was justifiable or arrogant in seeking 
enquiry. But when the Reporter asserts that my 
charges have been refuted, he forgets that he has 
admitted most, ami only palliated a few. Surely 
be can no longer expect to eon%ue credulity, and 
spread inanity over the nation. The Reporter 
assures us the Board- have enquired, the Com¬ 
mittee reported;, the Directors are satisfied, and that 
they are not accountable to any tribunal but their 
own little conclave; it may be a convenient court 
of Conscience, where the criminals are judges, and 
pronounce acquittal on themselves; but why inform 
the public of their benevolent, liberal, and magna¬ 
nimous, interference in this .great national ques¬ 
tion^ Why submit their conduct to the public by 
a piloted Report annually; yet declare no decision 
shall- be passed on their proceedings except by them- 
seivesf .surely this is inconsistent and absurd; if the 
Institution would confine itself to private delibera¬ 
tions and private distribution, the nation would dis¬ 
cover their munificent disbursements, and benevo¬ 
lent .exertions by the effect produced; this would 
proclaim their, services, and call forth involuntary 
praise on their progress in improvement; but I fear 
political power is the leading object; that is to be at¬ 
tained by numbers, and effected by popularity; the 
Institution can declare their motives to be the purest, 
benevolence .the greatest, their characters ih# 
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Ifighest; tliey can praise themselves profusely, *'&!<{ 
judge of themselves most liberally; if this is all just. 
Why not confirm it by proof ? Why labour to extin¬ 
guish any light that may be thrown on their actions, 
unless concealment is necessary ? But if the Public 
can catch at that which makes the “ darkness visi¬ 
ble/’ they will blow it mtb a flame, until delusion, 
falsehood, hypocrisy, and avariciousness, perish in 
the conflagration; the Reporter will- only eubn-it 
to private enquiry, while! demand public investi¬ 
gation. 

The Directors finish their Special Report witfi 
declaring, ff they will not give Mr. T. conse- 
" quence by taking the slightest notice of any 
** thing he may in future think it for his amuse- 
ff ment or interest to utter to the World.” As 
for amusement, no one will suspect I have derived 
much from this* contest: as for interest, this-Reply 
exhibits documents to prove my losses and depriva¬ 
tions; and the World will be persuaded that had 
I not resolved to hazard every consideration of 
Comfort, emolument or promotion, for the cause 
of humanity, truth and justice, I might have con¬ 
ciliated a combination of parties and power not 
have encountered them : I might have bartered 
principle for profit, and by succumbing to the 
interested views of hypocritical persons, have 
retalii ed what I held; or obtained what I desired. 
Hut the ways of Providence are not to be scruti¬ 
nized. Much has been produced, valuable io the 
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the deprivations I'have.'endured should be con*/ 
limited, the benefits I: have assisted in confirming 1 , 
felial! ‘’become my Consolation. The innocent hav& 
fen restored, and the giiiliy removed. 

'■•Before I'Hose, I miM'eip'fess my'.-fervent amt 
smceffe • hope that Hia Majesty’s Ministers will ‘hole! 
France to -her. Abolition of the Slave 

Trade.; .■■The ‘Usurper 'ofitiie 'Throne -of France' 
knew Well the French people, and he would not 
have dsr&d to abolish tfe Trade at that moment, 

| if it had'not Recorded with their wishes: therefore' 
| the legitimate Monarch findingAis own benevolent 
principles- supported by tli6 : Jiberal voice of his 
Nation, will naturally rejoice iii continuing the 
Abolition. ■' - ^ 

/ The Noble Lord dt the head of our FWeigis 
department, fully'aware that the Spanish Licence 
for Trading in Slaves to the Coast of Africa, will 
-expire-‘in 1816* and that .Spain, hds neither terri* 
totji nor even a Fort in Africa, Will inform the 
Spanish Monarch, that the People, of England 
Considering freedom the greatest blessing on earth, 
have interceded fol their fehow-Creathres in Africa, 
tmd that the Fringe Megent Oonsiderhig that “each 
“ individual Nation is botind to contribute to the 
" happiness of Other Statesand that “ tib one 
‘/ Nation should hinder another from attaining 
? { the ends of Civil Society,” feds it his duty as 
touch as fiis inclination, in conformity with the 
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visiles of 1 hid Father’s People, to insist that' the 
Licence should not. he ' renewed,—:—The Noble 
Lord will also convince: .'Portugal that she must 
preserve her Treaty which . confines heir ‘Trade’ 
for States to her . own dominions-oh the .Coast of* 
Africa, and that she has no dominion,' in fact* 
except from St. Paul's de Loan da to; S.t. Philips? 
Benquila, therefore to. those. .places; she ■.must- 
confine her Trade, ./.Lastly,; ;tlmt Portugal. had 
promised a gradual -AMlitiott ,iri' 1810,. and that if 
nine years are allowed/ for the extinction" of what 
she terms an inhuman, unjust and impolitic Trade* 
every Nation in the. World' must consider it. s 
most equitable portion .of time; besides France 
having in 1814, agreed to assist England.in obtains. 
ing -a universal Abolition in five years,. We-shall 
obtain the aid of that great Power, from Treaty 
to support our determination. By these means the' 
Trade will be abolished next year by every Power' 
but Portugal, and in three years-: from- that.■'time 
by every Nation m the. World. Thus the Noble 
Lord will most deservedly obtain the universal ap* 
pfeuse of England, and the. Select will be. !e% 
Where they began, promising civilization to aug¬ 
ment party, and professing Abolition to encrease* 
popularity; at the same time his. Lordship may 
expect that when ; all shall he accomplished, the 5 
benevolent set, with their usual candour, will as.^ 
sure the World,, they .bid the foundation, -.they 
raised, the superstructure,- they capped the. Pyramid 
y©x etpi:r?.tereanM/— : .... 
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• IWisrepf eseBtation ■ and detraction' pursue me' wilff 
such' a 'continued" consecution, • that ’ after having- 
been induced do" mention Lord Castlereagh, at .dif¬ 
ferent times, in these publications, I beg leave to? 
state, that although 1 have had’the honor "of hisr 
Lordship's acquaintance ’for twenty’ seven years, 
yet.' to my recollection -1 ’ never did ask a favour 
for -myself,' or for.-',any/ other person 'from 
him; nor is it tiow/ 'npr^was. it ever in my con¬ 
templation to do - so. I V&niddered his Lordship 
from station, investigation. -.-and ability, most effi¬ 
cient'to serve the cause,-therefore’ implored his 
aid,, and unconvinced that by his exertions universal 
Abolition will be: effected, : Had my views been 
interested, I must’have beesi insane to have entan¬ 
gled myself with such vindictive and overwhelming 
power.—I only sought redress for tire oppressed* 
and much has been bestowed. * 

I intreat the Public to pardon the length of this 
Reply, and the burned and indignant style of the 
composition. I had nearly one hundred and sixty 
pages to answer; had a paragraph escaped notice, I 
should have been accused of avoiding the strong and 
seizing the weak points of the-Report. A mind la¬ 
cerated by assertions and insinuations as plausible as 
untrue, could not be healed by the polish of a 
period: it was to be .relieved quickly, and in doing 
bo, an honest indignation/, at such unprecedented 
malignity, I hope is excuseable. If the ardor of 
feeling has in any instance earned me beyond the 
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Bounds of decorum, it is not from disrespect to 
the distinguished personages in the Institution, 
But from beholding the calamities heaped on those 
creatures, whom they would have comforted, had the 
disinterested and amiable part of the Institution 
not been deceived; at the same time I confess 
myself hurt, that a combination of great person¬ 
ages should have sanctioned a composition, so dis¬ 
gracefully vindictive, and so degradingly falla¬ 
cious. I hope I have not obtruded myself where 
the Report did not call me forth; to unjustifiable 
attack, I may be allowed, a justifiable defence; 
where I cannot expect approbation, I hope to 
escape censure; and if I have been too warm, let 
it be remembered, that £f the coldest flint will emit 
(C fire, by a continued application of steel,” c: 




